
Persistent Pursuit 
Matthew 7:7-11 

 
1. What is meant by asking, seeking, and knocking? 

a. Prayer 
 

b. Pursuit 
 

c. Persistence 
 

2. For what should we ask, seek, and knock? 
a. For the kingdom 

 
b. For righteousness 

 
c. For daily bread 

 
3. How should we ask, seek, and knock? 

a. Urgently 
 

b. Accordingly 
 

c. Expectantly  
 
 

 





Persistent Pursuit
Matthew 7:7-11



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:8-11
Or what man is there among you who, 

when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?  
Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him 

a snake, will he?  If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father who is in heaven 
give what is good to those who ask Him!





What is meant by asking, 
seeking, and knocking?



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  
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and to him who knocks it will be opened.  
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Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  
For everyone who asks receives, 

and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



What is meant?

Pray!



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  
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Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 

and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Jesus’ command to ask is a 
command to pray.



Asking and Praying
Matthew 6:8-9

So do not be like them; for your Father 
knows what you need, before you ask Him.  

Pray, then, in this way…

Matthew 21:22
And all things you ask in prayer, 

believing, you will receive.

Colossians 1:9
For this reason also, since the day we heard, 

we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask…



What is meant?
Pray!

Pursue!



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  
For everyone who asks receives, 

and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  
For everyone who asks receives, 

and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Jesus’ command to seek is a 
command to reorient 

our values and our life pursuits.



Seeking and Pursuing
Matthew 6:32-33

For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things…
But you seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.

Matthew 13:45
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 

a merchant seeking fine pearls…

What are you seeking?



What is meant?
Pray!

Pursue!

Persist!



Matthew 7:7-8 (KLT)

Keep asking, and it will be given to you; 
keep seeking, and you will find; 

keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  
For everyone who is asking receives, 

and he who is seeking finds, 
and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Keep asking, and it will be given to you; 

keep seeking, and you will find; 
keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who is asking receives, 
and he who is seeking finds, 

and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Keep asking, and it will be given to you; 

keep seeking, and you will find; 

keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  
For everyone who is asking receives, 

and he who is seeking finds, 
and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  
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keep seeking, and you will find; 

keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who is asking receives, 
and he who is seeking finds, 

and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  
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keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  
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Matthew 7:7-8
Keep asking, and it will be given to you; 

keep seeking, and you will find; 
keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who is asking receives, 

and he who is seeking finds, 

and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Keep asking, and it will be given to you; 

keep seeking, and you will find; 
keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who is asking receives, 

and he who is seeking finds, 

and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  



Jesus commands persistence 
because it reveals the true 

values of your heart.



Luke 11:5-10
Then He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a 
friend, and goes to him at midnight, and says to 

him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of 
mine has come to me from a journey, and I have 
nothing to set before him’; and from inside he 
answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door 
has already been shut and my children and I are 
in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything’.  



Luke 11:5-10
I tell you, even though he will not get up 

and give him anything because he is his friend, 
yet because of his persistence he will get up 

and give him as much as he needs.  
So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks, receives; 
and he who seeks, finds; 

and to him who knocks, it will be opened.



Luke 11:5-10
I tell you, even though he will not get up 

and give him anything because he is his friend, 

yet because of his persistence he will get up 

and give him as much as he needs.  
So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks, receives; 
and he who seeks, finds; 

and to him who knocks, it will be opened.



Luke 11:5-10
I tell you, even though he will not get up 

and give him anything because he is his friend, 
yet because of his persistence he will get up 

and give him as much as he needs.  

So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks, receives; 
and he who seeks, finds; 

and to him who knocks, it will be opened.



If you are going to persist, 
your “why” will need to be 

big enough.



For what should we ask, 
seek, and knock?



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



For what?

For the Kingdom



Matthew 6:9-11
Pray, then, in this way: 

“Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.”



Matthew 6:9-11
Pray, then, in this way: 

“Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.”



Matthew 6:33

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.



The desire to see God’s kingdom 
come cannot be passive; 
it must be missional!



Matthew 28:18-19
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 

“All authority has been given to Me 
in heaven and on earth.  Going therefore

make disciples of all the nations…



Matthew 28:18-19
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 

“All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth.  Going therefore

make disciples of all the nations…



Matthew 28:18-19
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 

“All authority has been given to Me 

in heaven and on earth.  Going therefore
make disciples of all the nations…



For what?
For the Kingdom

For Righteousness



Matthew 6:9-11
Pray, then, in this way: 

“Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.”



Matthew 6:9-11
Pray, then, in this way: 

“Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.”



The desire to see God’s will 
be done is a desire to see 

righteousness prevail.



Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Matthew 6:33

But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness.



For what?
For the Kingdom

For Righteousness

For Daily Bread



Matthew 6:9-11
Pray, then, in this way: 

“Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.”



Matthew 6:9-11
Pray, then, in this way: 

“Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.”



God knows what you need 
before you ask; but, for your 
sake, He wants you to ask!



Matthew 7:8-11
Or what man is there among you who, 

when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?  
Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him 

a snake, will he?  If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father who is in heaven 
give what is good to those who ask Him!
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Matthew 7:8-11
Or what man is there among you who, 

when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?  

Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him 

a snake, will he?  If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father who is in heaven 
give what is good to those who ask Him!



How should we ask, 
seek, and knock?



How?

Accordingly



Matthew 6:9-11
Pray, then, in this way: 

“Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.”



Matthew 6:9-11
Pray, then, in this way: 

“Our Father who is in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name.  

Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.”



John 14:13-14

Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  
If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 
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Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, 

so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  

If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 



John 14:13-14
Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, 

so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  

If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it. 



Those who love Christ will 
love to please Him and will 
reorder the pursuits of their 

lives accordingly.



How?
Accordingly

Urgently



Matthew 7:7-8
Keep asking, and it will be given to you; 

keep seeking, and you will find; 
keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who is asking receives, 
and he who is seeking finds, 

and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  
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Keep asking, and it will be given to you; 

keep seeking, and you will find; 

keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who is asking receives, 
and he who is seeking finds, 

and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Keep asking, and it will be given to you; 

keep seeking, and you will find; 

keep knocking, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who is asking receives, 
and he who is seeking finds, 

and to him who is knocking it will be opened.  



Your willingness to keep 
knocking reveals the degree of 
importance and urgency you 

place on what you’re seeking.



How?
Accordingly

Urgently

Expectantly



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  
For everyone who asks receives, 

and he who seeks finds, 
and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



Matthew 7:7-8
Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, 

and to him who knocks it will be opened.  



When we persistently pursue 
God for what He has promised,

we should expect that 
He will provide.



Matthew 21:22

And all things you ask in prayer, 

believing, you will receive.



What are you most persistently 
pursuing in your life?

Are you fueling those 
pursuits by stoking the 
flames of the gospel?


