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who according to His great mercy has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead.
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What is this new birth?



Background



Peter is applying Jesus’ teaching.



John 3:3
Jesus answered and said to him, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
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Jesus is applying Old 
Testament teaching.



How do we know?
John 3:9-10

Nicodemus answered and said to Him, 
“How can these things be?” 

Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Are you the teacher of Israel, 

and do not understand these things?”

To what is Jesus referring?



Jeremiah 31:33-34
“But this is the covenant which I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days,” 

declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them, 
and on their heart I will write it; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 
They will not teach again, each man his neighbor 

and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
for they will all know Me, from the least of them 

to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, 
“for I will forgive their iniquity, 

and their sin I will remember no more.”



Ezekiel 11:19-20
And I will give them one heart, 

and put a new spirit within them. 
And I will take the heart of stone out of their flesh 

and give them a heart of flesh, 
that they may walk in My statutes 

and keep My ordinances, and do them. 
Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.



Ezekiel 36:25-26
Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, 

and you will be clean; 
I will cleanse you from all your filthiness 

and from all your idols.
Moreover, I will give you a new heart 

and put a new spirit within you; 
and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 

and give you a heart of flesh. 



What is this new birth?



It is something you need.
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Without the new birth you will 
not see the kingdom of God.
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Jesus answered, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”



John 3:5
Jesus answered, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”
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Without the new birth you will 
not enter the kingdom of God.



It is something 
only God can do.
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Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
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Ephesians 2:4-5
But God, being rich in mercy, 

because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in our transgressions, 

made us alive together with Christ.
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It is what changes 
everything!



It is what changes your mind.
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1 Corinthians 2:16
For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

that he should instruct Him? 
But we have the mind of Christ.



It is what changes your mind.

It is what changes your heart.



Ezekiel 36:26
Moreover, I will give you a new heart 

and put a new spirit within you; 
and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 

and give you a heart of flesh. 
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…and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, 

and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, 

you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory.



It is what changes your mind.

It is what changes your heart.

It is what changes your will.



Ezekiel 11:19-20
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1 Peter 1:1-2
1 Peter…to those…who are chosen 

2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father 
by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 

to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood.
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1 Peter…to those…who are chosen 
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to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood.



1 Peter 1:14
As obedient children, 

do not be conformed to the former lusts 
which were yours in your ignorance…
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Implications

If you are not interested in the things of 
God now, you will be bored in heaven.
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If you’re not longing to see Jesus now, 
you won’t care to see him then.



Implications
If you are not interested in the things of God now, you will be bored in heaven.

If you’re not longing to see Jesus now, you won’t care to see him then.

If you’re not pursuing holiness now, 
you won’t find what you’re looking 

for in heaven. 


