
Our New Identity in Christ 
1 Peter 1:1-5 

 
1. We are children of God. 

 
 

2. We are saints. 
 
 

3. We are co-heirs with Christ. 
 





Our New Identity in Christ

1 Peter 1:1-5



1 Peter 1:1-5
1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ to those who reside 

as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 

2 according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 

to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood.



1 Peter 1:1-5
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who according to His great mercy has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance 

which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by 

the power of God through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time.



God’s choice to re-make your 
identity in Christ is the reason you 
are a foreigner in this world and 
the explanation for persecution.



John 15:18-19
If the world hates you, 

you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. 
If you were of the world, 

the world would love its own; 
but because you are not of the world, 

but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you.



What is our new identity?



We are children of God.
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1 Peter 1:23
…for you have been born again not of seed 

which is perishable but imperishable, that is, 
through the living and enduring word of God.
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John 1:12-13
But as many as received Him, to them He gave 

the right to become children of God, 
even to those believing in His name, 

who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.
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We are saints.
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as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 
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2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father 
by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, 

to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood.
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1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ to those who reside 
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Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 
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Sanctification

Sanctify = “Be made holy”

“Holy”, “Sanctified”, and “Saint” 
are from the same word.



Romans 1:7

…to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints…

Romans 15:25

…but now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints.

Ephesians 1:1
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

to the saints who are at Ephesus…

Philippians 1:1
Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, 

to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi…



1 Corinthians 1:2
…to the church of God which is at Corinth, 

to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
saints by calling…
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Saint or sanctified is your 
current identity in Christ, 

but it is also your 
current pursuit by faith.



1 Peter 1:15-16

…but like the Holy One who called you, 
be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 

because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”



1 Peter 2:5
…you also, as living stones, are being built up

as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
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1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies 

of Him who has called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light.
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You will live life out of your identity.

Do you identify 
as a saint?



We are co-heirs with Christ.
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3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who according to His great mercy has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, 

reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by 
the power of God through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time.



1 Peter 3:7-8
7 You husbands likewise…grant [your wife] honor 

as a fellow heir of the grace of life…

8 …for you were called for the very purpose 

that you might inherit a blessing…



We are heirs because we 
are children of God.



Romans 8:16-17
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, 

heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
if indeed we suffer with Him in order that 

we may also be glorified with Him.
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Implications

Your identity in Christ makes you 
a radical foreigner in this world.

As such, your life ought 
to look very different from 

the world around you!


