Murder, Anger, and the Untamable Law
Matthew 5:21-22

1. What were the people being taught?
a. The Law can be kept for

b. Obedience to the letter of the Law was
c. Their courts were the authority for

2. What did Jesus teach?

a. Righteousness is through the Law.
b. True obedience is keeping the of the Law.
c. Godaloneisthe for judgment.

3. How should you respond?
a. Fall upon the grace of Christ, and trust in Him alone for righteousness.

b. Obey the Lord from your heart.



BE DIFFERENT
LIVE DIFFERENT
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Matthew 5:20

For | say to you, that unless your
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes




Matthew 5:21-22
You have heard that the ancients were told,
“You shall not commit murder” and “Whoever
commits murder will be guilty before the court.”
But | say to you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be guilty before the court;
and whoever shall say to his brother, “Raca,”
will be guilty before the supreme court;
and whoever says, “You fool,” will be guilty
enough to go into the fiery hell.



What did Jesus teach?
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You have heard that the ancients were told,
“You shall not commit murder” and
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Matthew 5:21

YOU have hea rd that the ancients were told,

“You shall not commit murder” and

o




e
They were being taught that...

The Law can be kept
for righteousness.

Obedience to the letter of the
Law was enough.

Their legal courts were the
authority for judgment.



e
They were being taught that...

The Law can be kept
for righteousness.

Obedience to the letter of the
Law was enough.

Their legal courts were the
authority for judgment.



Matthew 5:20
For | say to you, that unless your

righteousness surpasses that of the

scribes and Pharisees, you will not
enter the kingdom of heaven.

The scribes and Pharisees clearly
saw themselves as righteous.



Luke 18:11-12

The Pharisee stood and was praying
thus to himself, “God, | thank You that
| am not like other people: swindlers,
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Matthew 5:21

You have heard that the ancients were told,
“You shall not commit murder”...




Luke 18:19-21

And Jesus said to him...“You know the
commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery,
Do not murder, Do not steal,




Luke 18:19-21

And Jesus said to him...“You know the
commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery,
Do not murder, Do not steal,

Do not bear false witness,
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They were being taught that...

The Law can be kept
for righteousness.

Obedience to the letter of the
Law was enough.

Their legal courts were the
authority for judgment.



e
They were being taught that...

The Law can be kept
for righteousness.

Obedience to the letter of the
Law was enough.

Their legal courts were the
authority for judgment.



Matthew 5:21

You have heard that the ancients were
told...“Whoever commits murder
will be guilty before the court.”




Matthew 23:1-2

Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes
and to His disciples, saying, "The scribes




What did Jesus teach?




Matthew 5:22

But | say to you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be guilty before the court;
and whoever shall say to his brother, “Raca,”
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and whoever shall say to his brother, “Raca,”
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What did Jesus teach?

Righteousness is impossible
through the Law.

True obedience is keeping the
heart of the Law.

God alone is the authority for judgment.



What did Jesus teach?

Righteousness is impossible
through the Law.

True obedience is keeping the
heart of the Law.

God alone is the authority for judgment.



Matthew 5:20
For | say to you, that unless your

righteousness surpasses that of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven.

The scribes and Pharisees
derived their righteousness
from the Law.



BUT

Romans 3:20

the works of the Law O person




If you are counting on good you’ve
done for acceptance by God...

You are not a Christian.
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What did Jesus teach?

Righteousness is impossible
through the Law.

True obedience is keeping the
heart of the Law.

God alone is the authority for judgment.



Matthew 5:21-22
But | say to you that everyone who is angry

with his brother will be guilty before the

court; and whoever says to his brother,
“Raca,” will be guilty before the supreme
court; and whoever says, “You fool,” will be
guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.



Matthew 5:21-22

But | say to you that everyone who is angry
with his brother will be guilty

before the court; and whoever says to his brother,




Matthew 5:21-22

But | say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will

be guilty before the court; and Whoever SayS tO
his brother, “Raca,” will be guilty

before the supreme court; and whoever says, “You fool,” will be
guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.

“Raca” was probably meant as an
insult of a person’s worth
or intelligence.



Matthew 5:21-22
But | say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will

be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother,
“Raca,” will be guilty before the supreme court; and

whoever says, “You fool,” will be

gUiIty enough to go into the fiery hell.

“More” probably expressed contempt
for a person’s moral character.



Anger, contempt, and the
like are murderous because
they flow out of personal
judgments that lead to the
devaluation of life.



What did Jesus teach?

Righteousness is impossible
through the Law.

True obedience is keeping the
heart of the Law.

God alone is the authority
for judgment.
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What did Jesus teach?

Righteousness is impossible
through the Law.

True obedience is keeping the
heart of the Law.

God alone is the authority
for judgment.



Matthew 5:22

But | say to you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be guilty before the court;
and whoever says to his brother, “Raca,”




Who has the authority
to judge the heart
of a person?



Matthew 5:22
But | say to you that everyone who is angry with
his brother will be guilty before the court; and
whoever says to his brother, “Raca,” will be
guilty before the supreme court; and whoever

says, “You fool,” Will be guilty enough to
go into the fiery hell.



Who has the authority

to condemn a person
to hell?






Matthew 7:24

Therefore everyone who hears these
words of Mine, and acts upon them,




e
What is your wise response?

Fall upon the grace of Christ,
and trust in Him alone for
your righteousness.

Obey the Lord from your heart.
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What is your wise response?

Fall upon the grace of Christ,
and trust in Him alone for
your righteousness.

Obey the Lord from your heart.



Matthew 5:17

Do not think that | came to abolish the
Law or the Prophets; | did not come to
abolish, but to fulfill.




Philippians 3:9

..that | may be found in Christ, not having
a righteousness of my own derived from
the Law, but that which is through faith in
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What is your wise response?

Fall upon the grace of Christ,
and trust in Him alone for
your righteousness.

Obey the Lord from your heart.



e
What is your wise response?

Fall upon the grace of Christ,
and trust in Him alone for
your righteousness.

Obey the Lord from your heart.



Matthew 7:21

Not everyone who says to Me,
“Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of




John 3:36

He who believes in the Son has eternal
life; but he who does not obey the Son




Your salvation will not come
from your good works.
Your good works will come
from your salvation.



Where are you? i §|
Have you been
believing that
you can manage
God’s expectations, "}
or is Jesus your It
only hope?




