
A Question of Identity 
Isaiah 51:7-8 

 
How are God’s people identified? 

 
1. By what they __________. 

 
 

2. By what they __________. 
 
 

3. By how they’re __________.  
 
 

4. By how they __________. 
 
 



A Question of Identity

Isaiah 51:7-8



Isaiah 51:7-8

"Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, 
a people in whose heart is My law; 
do not fear the reproach of man, 

nor be dismayed at their revilings.  
For the moth will eat them like a garment, 

and the grub will eat them like wool. 
But My righteousness shall be forever, 
and My salvation to all generations."



How are God’s people identified?

They are identified by what they know.



Isaiah 51:7

"Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, 
a people in whose heart is My law.”



What do they know?

Isaiah 51:7

"Listen to Me, you who know righteousness, 
a people in whose heart is My law.”

They know righteousness.



What is righteousness?

Righteousness is a way of life
—thinking, believing, feeling, doing—

that is perfectly aligned with the 
character of God.



What do they know?

Isaiah 51:7

"Listen to Me, you who know righteousness,

a people in whose heart is My law.”

They know God’s law.



What is God’s Law?

God’s law is His explanation of what 
righteousness looks like in real life.



What do they know?

Isaiah 51:7

"Listen to Me, you who know righteousness,

a people in whose heart is My law.”

They know God.



Exodus 33:13

“Let me know Your ways, 
that I may know You"



How are God’s people identified?

They are identified by what they know.

They are identified by what they love.



Isaiah 51:7

“…a people in whose heart is My law.”



What do they love?

Isaiah 51:1

"Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
who seek the LORD.”

They love righteousness.



What do they love?

Isaiah 51:7

“…a people in whose heart is My law.”

They love God’s law.



What do they love?

Isaiah 51:1

"Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

who seek the LORD.”

They love the LORD.



John 14:15

“If you love Me, you will keep 
My commandments.”

Psalm 1:2

But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
And in His law he meditates day and night. 

Psalm 119:127

Therefore I love Your commandments 
Above gold, yes, above fine gold.



How are God’s people identified?

They are identified by what they know.

They are identified by what they love.

They are identified by how they’re treated.



Isaiah 51:7

“Do not fear the reproach of man, 
nor be dismayed at their revilings.”



How are they treated?

Isaiah 51:7

“Do not fear the reproach of man, 
nor be dismayed at their revilings.”

They are mocked and slandered.



Isaiah 51:7

“Do not fear the reproach of man, 

nor be dismayed at their revilings.”

They are treated with contempt, 
with taunts and hostility.



Matthew 5:11-12

“Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, 
and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 

against you falsely, on account of Me.  
Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven 

is great, for so they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.”



How are God’s people identified?

They are identified by what they know.

They are identified by what they love.

They are identified by how they’re treated.

They are identified by how they respond.



Isaiah 51:7-8

“…do not fear the reproach of man, 
nor be dismayed at their revilings.  

for the moth will eat them like a garment, 
and the grub will eat them like wool. 

But My righteousness shall be forever, 
and My salvation to all generations."



How do they respond?

Isaiah 51:7

“Do not fear the reproach of man, 
nor be dismayed at their revilings.”

They respond with courageous faith.



How do they respond?

Isaiah 51:7

“Do not fear the reproach of man, 

nor be dismayed at their revilings.”

They respond by standing firm, 
by not giving up or giving in.



How do they respond?

Isaiah 51:8

“Because the moth will eat them like a garment, 
and the grub will eat them like wool. 

But My righteousness shall be forever, 
And My salvation to all generations.”

They respond by believing God’s 
promises rather than their 

circumstances.



What characterizes your life?

Is your life marked by a growing knowledge 
of God and His righteousness?



What characterizes your life?

Is your life marked by a growing knowledge of God and His Word?

Is your life marked by a growing love for 
the Lord and for His law?



What characterizes your life?

Is your life marked by a growing knowledge of God and His righteousness?

Is your life marked by a growing love for the Lord and for His law?

Is your life marked by persecution 
because of significant differences in your 

beliefs and behaviors?



What characterizes your life?

Is your life marked by a growing knowledge of God and His Word?

Is your life marked by a growing love for the Lord and for His righteousness?

Is your life marked by persecution because of significant differences in your 
beliefs and behaviors?

Is your life marked by courageous faith in 
God’s promises?


