
Hunger and Thirst 
Matthew 5:6 

 

1. What is righteousness?  
a. It is __________. 

 

b. It is __________  __________. 
 

2. Why “hunger and thirst”? 
a. It’s a description of our __________. 

 
b. It’s a description of our __________. 

 

3. What is our satisfaction? 
a. It is __________ of salvation. 

 
b. It is __________ holiness. 

 

 
 



Matthew 5-7



Hunger and Thirst 
for Righteousness

Matthew 5:6



Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied.



True poverty of spirit will 
lead to genuine sorrow for 
sin which will lead to true 

humility and a deep longing 
for righteousness.



What is righteousness?



Righteousness is a way of being 
that truly reflects the glorious 

character of God in whose 
image we were created.



Leviticus 19:2

Speak to all the congregation of the sons of 
Israel and say to them, 'You shall be holy, 

for I the LORD your God am holy. 



What is righteousness?

It is Christlikeness.



Jesus, as God’s perfect 
representative, vividly reflected 

the glorious character of God 
and set the standard for 

our righteousness.



Hebrews 1:3

And Jesus is the radiance of His glory and 
the exact representation of His nature…

2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face beholding as 
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one 

degree of glory to another…



1 Corinthians 11:1

Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

Romans 15:7

…accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us…

Ephesians 5:2

…and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you.

Colossians 3:13

…forgiving each other…just as the Lord forgave you…



What is righteousness?

It is Christlikeness.

It is Christ Himself.



The righteousness expected by 
God is unachievable by you.



Matthew 5:20

For I say to you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the scribes 

and Pharisees, you will not enter the 
kingdom of heaven.

This righteousness must come 
from another source.



1 Corinthians 1:26-31

It is because of Him that you are in Christ 
Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 
from God-- that is, our righteousness, 

holiness and redemption.

It is only in Christ Jesus that you 
obtain the righteousness you need.



Jeremiah 33:16

In those days Judah shall be saved, and 
Jerusalem shall dwell in safety; and this is 

the name by which she shall be called: 

the LORD is our righteousness.



Why “hunger and thirst”?

It’s a description of need.



Matthew 4:17

Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied.



Hunger and thirst speak to 
essential human needs.

You need righteousness 
or you will perish.



Psalm 1:5-6

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the 
judgment, Nor sinners in the assembly 

of the righteous.  For the Lord knows the 
way of the righteous, but the way of the 

wicked will perish.



Do you see your need for 
the Jesus like you see your 
need for food and water?



Why “hunger and thirst”?

It’s a description of need.

It’s a description of desire.



Matthew 4:17

Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied.



Hunger and thirst produce in us 
a desire for food and water.

The greater the hunger,
the greater the desire.



Psalm 42:1-2

As the deer pants for the water brooks, 
So my soul pants for You, O God.  

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.



Psalm 73:25-26

Whom have I in heaven but You? 
And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  

My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever.

Can you say this?



What is our satisfaction?



Matthew 5:6

“Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied.



What is our satisfaction?

It is assurance of salvation.



Matthew 5:6

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

This is a promise of salvation to 
those who see their need and 

turn to Christ!



John 6:35

Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; 
he who comes to Me shall not hunger, and 

he who believes in Me shall never thirst.



If Jesus is your righteousness, 

you can rest assured of 
your salvation!



What is our satisfaction?

It is assurance of salvation.

It is progressive holiness.



2 Corinthians 3:18

But we all, with unveiled face beholding as 
in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one 

degree of glory to another…



Your spiritual growth now is 
just taste of the righteousness 

to come.



What is our satisfaction?

It is assurance of salvation.

It is progressive holiness.

It is final glorification.



1 John 3:2

Beloved, now we are children of God, 
and it has not appeared as yet what we 

shall be. We know that, when He appears, 
we shall be like Him, because we shall see 

Him just as He is.



What is it that you are
hungering for?

Is Christ enough for you?


