
Mercy for the Merciful 
Matthew 5:7 

 

1. What is mercy? 
a. Mercy is active ____________ for those in misery. 

 
 
 
 

b. Mercy is the grant of ____________ to undeserving sinners. 
 
 
 
 

2. Who are the merciful? 
a. The merciful are the ____________ ones. 

 
 
 
 

b. The merciful are the ____________ ones. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the promise? 
a. It’s God’s ____________ to help you in your distress now. 

 
 
 
 

b. It’s God’s ____________ of forgiveness at the judgment to come. 
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Mercy for the Merciful

Matthew 5:7



Matthew 5:7

Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall receive mercy.

Psalm 41:1

How blessed is he who considers the 
helpless; The LORD will deliver him in a day 

of trouble.



The Beatitudes as Description

Jesus is not prescribing what you 
must do in order to receive mercy.  

He is describing an identifying 
characteristic of those who have 

already experienced His mercy but 
have yet to receive it in full.



What is mercy?



Mercy is active kindness 
toward those in misery that is 

especially demonstrated by the 
grant of forgiveness.



What is mercy?

It is active kindness toward 
those in misery.



Matthew 20:29-34
Verse 30

"Lord, have mercy on us…”

Verse 34

And moved with compassion, Jesus 
touched their eyes; and immediately they 

regained their sight and followed Him.



Matthew 23:23

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and 

have neglected the weightier provisions of the 

law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.



Mercy is most clearly 
seen when the kindness 
shown is toward those 
who deserve it least. 



Luke 6:27-36
Verse 35

“for [God] Himself is kind to ungrateful 
and evil people.”



What is mercy?

It is active compassion for those in distress.

It is the grant of forgiveness 
to undeserving sinners.



Matthew 18:23-27

In this parable, Jesus clearly 
equates forgiveness with mercy.

Matthew 18:33

“…I had mercy on you.”



1 Timothy 1:15-16

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, among whom I am 

foremost of all.  And yet for this reason I found 
mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect 

patience, as an example for those who would 
believe in Him for eternal life.



Who are the merciful?



Matthew 4:17

Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall receive mercy.



Who are the merciful?

They are the compassionate ones.



Luke 10:30-35
Verse 33

But a certain Samaritan, who was on a journey, 
came upon him; and when he saw him, 

he felt compassion…

It is compassion that motivates 
the merciful to action.



But where does 
compassion come from?



1 John 4:7

Beloved, let us love one another, 
for love is from God; and everyone who 

loves is born of God and knows God.



1 John 4:7

Beloved, let us love one another, 

for love is from God; and everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God.



1 John 4:7

Beloved, let us love one another, 

for love is from God; and everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God.



Love for others, especially 
the undeserving, is the 

divine birthmark that will 
most clearly identify you as 

one born of God.



Luke 6:27-36
Verse 35

“for [God] Himself is kind to ungrateful 
and evil people…  

Be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful.”



How do you respond to 
those suffering the 

consequences of their 
own sin?



Who are the merciful?

They are the compassionate ones.

They are the forgiving ones.



Matthew 18:23-35

Mercy begets mercy!
Matthew 18:33

“Should you not also have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, in the same way that I 

had mercy on you.”



A willingness to forgive 
those who wrong you may 
be the most visible proof 

that you have understood 
and received the gospel.



Warning!

James 2:13

Judgment will be merciless 
to one who has shown no mercy...



How are you responding to 
those who sin against you?



What is the promise?



Matthew 5:6

“Blessed are the merciful, 

for they shall receive mercy.



This is NOT a bargaining 
arrangement between 

you and God.



What is the promise?

It is God’s commitment to help you
in your distress now.



Hebrews 4:16

Let us therefore draw near with confidence 
to the throne of grace, that we may 

receive mercy and may find grace to 
help in time of need.



The “help” you need results 
from the effects of sin –

yours and others’.



What is the promise?

It is God’s commitment to help you in your distress now.

It is God’s assurance of forgiveness 
at the judgment to come.



Matthew 4:17

Blessed are the merciful, 

for they shall receive mercy.

This is a promise of future hope!



Though you can experience His 
mercy in forgiveness now, 

the fullness of this blessing is 
yet to come.



James 2:13

For judgment will be merciless 
to one who has shown no mercy; 

mercy triumphs over judgment.



Is your life marked by 
mercy toward those 

around you?


