
Motives Matter 
Matthew 6:1-4 

 
1. The temptation to hypocrisy. 

a. At the heart, hypocrisy is __________. 
 

b. The temptation to hypocrisy is __________. 
 

c. The reward for hypocrisy is a ______ _______of ________. 
 

2. A practical example. 
a. When you give… 

 
b. Don’t blow your horn. 

 
c. It’s all you’ll get. 

 
3. A plan for protection. 

a. Give __________. 
 

b. Give __________. 
 
 
 





Motives Matter

Matthew 6:1-4



A Closer Look at 
Hypocrisy.



What is the essence of hypocrisy?

Matthew 15:7-9



A Closer Look at Hypocrisy

At the heart, hypocrisy is 
self-centered.



Beware of practicing your righteousness 
before men to be noticed by them; 

otherwise you have no reward 
with your Father who is in heaven.  



Beware of practicing your righteousness 
before men to be noticed by them; 

otherwise you have no reward 
with your Father who is in heaven.  



The desire of the hypocrite 
is to have the focus of attention 

upon himself.



1 Corinthians 4:7

What do you have that you did not receive? 
And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if 

you had not received it?



A Closer Look at Hypocrisy
At the heart, hypocrisy is self-centered.

The temptation to hypocrisy 
is universal.



Beware of practicing your righteousness before men 

to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward 
with your Father who is in heaven.  



Which one of us is not tempted 
to use God or the things of God 

to satisfy our own desires?



A Closer Look at Hypocrisy
At the heart, hypocrisy is self-centered.

The temptation to hypocrisy is universal.

The reward for hypocrisy is a 
temporary illusion of approval.



Approval from People

Beware of practicing your righteousness before men 
to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward 

with your Father who is in heaven.  



No Approval from God

Beware of practicing your righteousness before men 

to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward 
with your Father who is in heaven.  



The reward for hypocrisy will 
be as empty as the heart 

of the hypocrite.



A Practical Example



So when you give to the poor, 
don’t sound a trumpet before you, 

as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be honored by men. 

Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  



Giving is Good

So when you give to the poor, 

don’t sound a trumpet before you, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 

streets, so that they may be honored by men. 
Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  



Don’t blow your horn!

So when you give to the poor, 

don’t sound a trumpet before you, 

as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be honored by men. 

Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  



Don’t blow your horn!

So when you give to the poor, 

don’t sound a trumpet before you, 

as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 

streets, so that they may be honored by men. 

Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  



It’s All You’ll Get

So when you give to the poor, 
don’t sound a trumpet before you, 

as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 

streets, so that they may be honored by men. 

Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.  



A Plan for 
Protection



A Plan for Protection

Give rightly.



Beware of practicing your righteousness
before men to be noticed by them; 

otherwise you have no reward 
with your Father who is in heaven.  

Giving can be an authentic 
expression of righteousness.



How?

Matthew 6:3-4

But when you give to the poor, 
don’t let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing 

so that your giving will be in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done 

in secret will repay you.



How?

Matthew 6:3-4

But when you give to the poor, 

don’t let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing 

so that your giving will be in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done 

in secret will repay you.



How?

Matthew 6:3-4
But when you give to the poor, 

don’t let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing 

so that your giving will be in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done 

in secret will repay you.



How?

Matthew 6:3-4
But when you give to the poor, 
don’t let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing 

so that your giving will be in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done 

in secret will repay you.



A Plan for Protection
Give rightly.

Give faith-fully



How?

Matthew 6:3-4

But when you give to the poor, 
don’t let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing 

so that your giving will be in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done 

in secret will repay you.



How?

Matthew 6:3-4
But when you give to the poor, 
don’t let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing 

so that your giving will be in secret; 
and your Father who sees what is done 

in secret will repay you.



How?

Matthew 6:3-4
But when you give to the poor, 
don’t let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing 

so that your giving will be in secret; 

and your Father who sees what is done 
in secret will repay you.



How?

Matthew 6:3-4
But when you give to the poor, 
don’t let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing 

so that your giving will be in secret; 

and your Father who sees what is done 

in secret will repay you.



Hebrews 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he who comes to God must believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.



The key question…

Whose approval are you 
really seeking?


