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EXTERNAL BEHAVIORS INTERNAL CHARACTER

5:21 You shall not commit Murder Let there be no anger in your
Heart

5:27 You shall not commit Adultery Let there be no lust in your Heart

5:31 Provide a Certificate if you It is about the Heart to

Divorce demonstrate God’s glory &
Christ’s relationship to his Bride

5:33 Keep the vows you make Be a person of integrity in your
Heart (yes = yes

5:38 An Eye for an Eye Do not take personal revenge,
allow yourself to be wronged
(humble Heart)

5:43 You shall Love your neighbor  Have a Heart of compassion
and hate your enemy for those who mistreat you
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EXTERNAL BEHAVIORS INTERNAL CHARACTER

6:1 Practicing your righteousness Righteous living is motivated
to be seen by a humble Heart for Christ

6:2 Giving so others can see Joyous Giving is motivated by
a generous /comp. Heart

6:14 Judgmental lack of Forgiveness Forgiveness is generated by an

understanding of our Own
Sinful Heart

6:16 Fasting so others can see  Fasting motivated by our desire
to place God first in our Hearts

6:19 Materialism Our Heart follows our priorities,
which should be to glorify the Lord



MATTHEW 6:5-8

A proper Application of the Law,
necessitates a proper Condition of the
Heart



MATTHEW 6:5-8

5) “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites;
for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and
on the street corners so that they may be seen by men.
Truly | say to you, they have their reward in full.

6) But you, when you pray, go into your inner room,
close your door and pray to your Father who is in
secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret
will reward you.



MATTHEW 6:5-8

7) And when you are praying, do not use meaningless
repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they
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8) So do not be like them; for your Father knows what
you need before you ask Him.”
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MATTHEW 6:5-8

1) Warnings about Prayer

2) Instructions about Prayer

3) How and What to Pray (next week)
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be seen by men. Truly | say to you, they have their
reward in full.



MATTHEW 6:5

Hypocrite = Stage Performer / Play Actor



MATTHEW 6:5







MATTHEW 6:5

Hypocrite / Actor

1) Someone who wants to be the focus of attention



MATTHEW 6:5

Hypocrite / Actor

1) Someone who wants to be the focus of attention

2) Someone who desires to keep their true identity
hidden



MATTHEW 6:5

Hypocrite / Actor

1) Someone who wants to be the focus of attention

2) Someone who desires to keep their true identity
hidden

3) Someone who wants to be heard by all
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MATTHEW 6:5

Don’t Be Like This in Prayer

1) Your heart should not desire to be the focus of
attention when you pray

2) You should not hide behind a mask when you pray

3) The motivation of your heart should not be for others
to hear you when you are praying
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Matthew Henry — “The product of all this, they have their
reward; they have all the recompense they must ever
expect from God for their service, and a poor
recompense it is. What will it avail us to have the good
word of our fellow-servants, if our Master does not say,
“Well done thou good and faithful servant?”
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5) “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites;
for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues

and on the street corners so that they may be
seen by men. Truly | say to you, they have their reward
in full.
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1) Warnings about Prayer
A. Wrong Motives

B. Wrong Understanding of God
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MATTHEW 6:5, 7

1) Warnings about Prayer
A. Wrong Motives

B. Wrong Understanding of God






MATTHEW 6:6, 8

1) Instructions about Prayer

A. Be Consistent



MATTHEW 6:5-7

v.5) “When you pray, you are not to be like...

v.6) But you, when yOu pray, go into your inner
room...

v.7) “And When you are praying, do not use...
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What keeps us from calling
out to the Father?

Self-reliance and Independence from our
Creator.

Schedule that is too busy to take time out
for prayer.

Belief that prayer is not relevant; it really
doesn’t really make a difference.
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1) Instructions about Prayer
A. Be Consistent

B. Be Rightly Motivated



MATTHEW 6:6

6) But you, when you pray, o into your inner

room, close your door and pray to your

Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what
iIs done in secret will reward you.



MATTHEW 6:6

Mark 1:35-36

35) In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus
got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded
place, and was praying there.

36) Simon and his companions searched for Him
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1) Instructions about Prayer
A. Be Consistent

B. Be Rightly Motivated



MATTHEW 6:8

1) Instructions about Prayer
A. Be Consistent

B. Be Rightly Motivated

C. Be Informed
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8) So do not be like them; for your Father knows
what you need before you ask Him.
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8) So do not be like them; for your Father knows
what you need before you ask Him.



MATTHEW 6:8

This facilitates a deepening relationship with the Father,
who loves us enough to hear and answer our prayers,
not because of OUR efforts through the exercise of

prayer, but because of HIS Grace and Mercy through the
Fellowship that prayer makes available.
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