
Infinite Wisdom; A Perfect Plan 
1 Timothy 2:11-14 

 
1. A look at perspectives and practices of gospel communities. 

a. Perspectives:  

 Men and women are equally created in the image of God. 

 Men and women are equally in need of salvation. 

 Men and women are equal in status and identity in Christ. 

 Men and women are different by God’s design.  

 Differences designs result in different functions. 

 Acknowledging differences does not diminish nor disparage. 
 

b. Practices: 

 Men and women are both gifted members of the body of Christ. 

 Men and women are both fellow workers in the gospel. 

 Both men and women are to be active gospel learners. 
 

2. A look at the order of creation and the plan of God. 
a. God created Adam first establishing His plan for male headship. 
b. Headship involves the responsibilities of teaching and leading for the protection of 

sound doctrine. 
c. Adam and Eve’s disregard for God’s plan brought destruction. 

 
3. Applying God’s plan to the church. 

a. Paul is giving instructions to the church for the support and protection of the gospel. 
b. Headship in the church (teaching and exercising authority) is the responsibility of elders. 
c. Women are not to function like elders. 

 
Conclusion: 

Women are free to serve freely in every area of church life  
apart from the headship functions of properly appointed elders. 

 
  



Infinite Wisdom; 
A Perfect Plan.

1 Timothy 2:11-14



1 Timothy 2:11-14
A woman must quietly receive instruction 

with entire submissiveness. 
But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 

authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 
For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 

And it was not Adam who was deceived, 
but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.



If we believe that God is infinitely 
wise and entirely good, we will not 

simply give in to His instructions 
but will embrace them with joy. 



Infinite Wisdom: Perfect Plan

A look at perspectives and practices 
of gospel communities.



Perspectives

Men and women are created equally 
in the image of God.



Genesis 1:27
And God created man in His own image, 

in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them.



Perspectives
Men and women are created equally in the image of God.

Men and women are equally sinful 
and in need of salvation.



Romans 3:22-23
…for there is no distinction; 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.



Perspectives
Men and women are created equally in the image of God.

Men and women are equally sinful and in need of salvation.

Men and women are equal in identity 
and status in Christ.



Galatians 3:28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.



Perspectives
Men and women are created equally in the image of God.

Men and women are equally sinful and in need of salvation.

Men and women are equal in identity and status in Christ.

Men and women are different 
by God’s design.



Genesis 1:27
And God created man in His own image, 

in the image of God He created him; 

male and female He created them.



Perspectives
Men and women are created equally in the image of God.

Men and women are equally sinful and in need of salvation.

Men and women are equal in identity and status in Christ.

Men and women are different by God’s design.

Different designs result 
in different functions.



Genesis 3:16
To the woman He said, 

“I will greatly multiply Your pain in childbirth, 
In pain you shall bring forth children…”



Perspectives
Men and women are created equally in the image of God.

Men and women are equally sinful and in need of salvation.

Men and women are equal in identity and status in Christ.

Men and women are different by God’s design.

Different designs result in different functions.

Acknowledging differences does 
not diminish nor disparage.



Genesis 1:26-27

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image…”
And God created man in His own image, 

in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them.



Practices

Men and women are both gifted 
members of the body of Christ.



Romans 12:4-6
For just as we have many members in one body 

and all the members do not have the same function, 
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually members one of another. 
And since we have gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, 

let each exercise them accordingly…



Practices
Men and women are both gifted members of the body of Christ.

Men and women are both fellow 
workers in the gospel.



Romans 16:1-3
I commend to you our sister Phoebe, 

who is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea, 
that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, 

and that you help her in whatever matter she may have need of you; 
for she herself has also been a helper of many, and of myself as well. 

Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:2-3
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord. 

Indeed, true comrade, I ask you also to help these women who have 
shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel…



Practices
Men and women are both gifted members of the body of Christ.

Men and women are both fellow workers in the gospel.

Both men and women are to be 
active gospel learners.



Colossians 1:28
And we proclaim Him, admonishing everyone 

and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone complete in Christ.

1 Timothy 2:11
A woman must quietly learn
with entire submissiveness. 



Infinite Wisdom: Perfect Plan
A look at perspectives and practices of gospel communities.

A look at the order of creation
and the plan of God.



Creation Order 

1 Timothy 2:11-14
A woman must quietly receive instruction 

with entire submissiveness. 
But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 

authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 
For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 

And it was not Adam who was deceived, 
but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.



Creation Order 

1 Corinthians 11:8
For man does not originate from woman, 

but woman from man.



In His infinite wisdom, God chose to create 
man first and to bring woman out from man.

This creation order established 
God’s plan for male headship.



Implications of God’s Choice

1 Timothy 2:12-13
But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 

authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 
For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 



Implications of God’s Choice

1 Corinthians 11
V.3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head 

of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, 
and God is the head of Christ…

V.8 For man does not originate from woman, 
but woman from man.



But how does headship fit?

Headship involves the 
responsibilities of teaching 

and leading for the protection 
of sound doctrine.



Headship

1 Timothy 2:12-13

But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 
authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 

For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 



Headship

Genesis 2:15
Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the 

garden of Eden to cultivate it and guard it.

Adam’s headship work of cultivation and 
protection are akin to the headship work 

of teaching and exercising authority.



Adam and Eve’s disregard for God’s 
plan brought destruction.



Destruction from Disregard

Genesis 3:6

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, 

and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, 
she took from its fruit and ate; 

and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.



Destruction from Disregard

Eve stepped out from Adam’s headship 
and received instruction from the serpent, 
then she led Adam into transgression too.

Adam did not instruct her but willfully 
followed her in transgression.



Paul’s Application

1 Timothy 2:12-14

But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 
authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 

For it was Adam who was first created, and then Eve. 
And Adam was not deceived, 

but the woman being entirely deceived, 
fell into transgression.



Infinite Wisdom: Perfect Plan
A look at perspectives and practices of gospel communities.

A look at the order of creation and the plan of God.

Applying God’s plan to the church.



Paul’s Application to the Church

Paul is giving instructions to the 
church for the support and 
protection of the gospel.



1 Timothy 3:14-15

I am writing these things to you, hoping to come 
to you before long; but in case I am delayed, 

I write so that you might have knowledge how it is 
necessary to behave in the household of God, 

which is the church of the living God, 
a pillar and support of the truth.



Paul’s Application to the Church
Paul is giving instructions to the church for the support and protection of the gospel.

Headship in the church 
(teaching and exercising authority) 

is the responsibility of elders.



Elders are responsible for teaching.

1 Timothy 3:1-2
It is a trustworthy statement: 

if any man aspires to the office of overseer, 
it is a fine work he desires to do. 

An overseer, then, must be above reproach, 
the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach…



Elders are responsible for teaching.

Titus 1:7 and 9
For the overseer must be…holding fast the faithful word 

which is in accordance with the teaching, 
that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine 

and to refute those who contradict.



Elders are responsible for leading.

1 Timothy 3:4-5
An overseer then…must be one who 

manages his own household well, 
keeping his children under control with all dignity 
(but if he does not know how to manage his own 

household, how will he take care of the church of God?).



Elders Lead and Teach

1 Timothy 5:17
Let the elders who rule well 

be considered worthy of double honor, 
especially those who work hard at 

preaching and teaching.



Paul’s Application to the Church
Paul is giving instructions to the church for the support and protection of the gospel.

Headship in the church is the responsibility of elders.

Women are not 
to function like elders.



They are not to teach like elders.

1 Timothy 2:12

But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 

authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 



They are not to lead like elders.

1 Timothy 2:12

But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 
authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 



1 Timothy 2:12
But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise 

authority over a man, but to remain quiet. 



God has structured the church as 
He structured the garden…

charging properly appointed elders 
to care for and protect it.



Conclusion:
Women are free to serve freely 

in every area of church life 
apart from the headship functions 

of properly appointed elders. 

This honors Christ as our Head.


