
Faithful Shepherds 
1 Peter 5:1-4 and Ezekiel 34:2-5 

 
Healthy churches depend on faithful leaders who are growing in an understanding  

of what they are to do, how they are to do it, and the goal of their work. 
 

1. What are faithful shepherds to do? 
a. ________ the sheep. 
b. ________ weak sheep. 
c. ________ sick sheep. 
d. Bind up ________ sheep. 
e. Gather ________ sheep. 
f. ________ for lost sheep. 

 
2. How are faithful shepherds to do it? 

a. By __________ the Word. 
b. By __________ the Gospel. 
c. By __________ Christ. 

 
3. What is the goal of a faithful shepherd’s work? 

The goal is __________ for the glory of God. 
 
  



First Peter
To God’s Chosen Ones



Faithful Shepherds
1 Peter 5:1-4

Ezekiel 34:2-5



1 Peter 5:1-2
Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, 

as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, 
and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 

shepherd the flock of God among you, 
exercising oversight not under compulsion, 
but voluntarily, according to the will of God;



1 Peter 5:2-4
…and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 

nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, 
but proving to be examples to the flock. 
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, 

you will receive the unfading crown of glory.



Big Idea:
Healthy churches depend on faithful 

leaders who are growing in an 
understanding of what they are to do, 

how they are to do it, and the goal 
of their work.



Ezekiel 34 as the backdrop
Ezekiel 34:2-3

Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. 
Prophesy and say to those shepherds, “Thus says the Lord God, 
‘Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! 

Should not the shepherds feed the flock? 
You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, 

you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock.’



Ezekiel 34 as the backdrop
Ezekiel 34:4-5

Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, 
the diseased you have not healed, 
the broken you have not bound up, 

the scattered you have not brought back, 
nor have you sought for the lost; 

but with force and with severity you have dominated them. 
And they were scattered for lack of a shepherd, 

and they became food for every beast of the field 
and were scattered.’”



Faithful Shepherds
What are faithful shepherds to do?



What do faithful shepherds do?

They feed sheep.



Shameful Shepherds
Ezekiel 34:2-3

Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. 
Prophesy and say to those shepherds, “Thus says the Lord God, 
‘Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! 

Should not the shepherds feed the flock? 
You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, 

you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock.’



Shameful shepherds feed off 
of the sheep for personal gain 

rather than sacrificially 
feeding the sheep.



Faithful Shepherds
Ezekiel 34:2-3

Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. 
Prophesy and say to those shepherds, “Thus says the Lord God, 
‘Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! 

Should not the shepherds feed 
the flock? 

You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, 
you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock.’



What do faithful shepherds do?
They feed sheep.

They strengthen weak sheep.



Ezekiel 34:4

Those who are weak you have 
not strengthened, 

the diseased you have not healed, 
the broken you have not bound up, 

the scattered you have not brought back, 
nor have you sought for the lost; 

but with force and with severity you have dominated them.



Faithful shepherds will labor to 
strengthen the faith of those whom 

they serve, especially the weak.



1 Thessalonians 3:2
…and we sent Timothy, our brother 

and God's fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, 
to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith.



What do faithful shepherds do?
They feed sheep.

They strengthen weak sheep.

They heal sick sheep.



Ezekiel 34:4
Those who are weak you have not strengthened, 

the diseased you have not healed, 

the broken you have not bound up, 
the scattered you have not brought back, 

nor have you sought for the lost; 
but with force and with severity you have dominated them.



Faithful shepherds are striving 
to understand the causes of 

sickness and studying to know 
and apply the remedy.



What do faithful shepherds do?
They feed sheep.

They strengthen weak sheep.

They heal sick sheep.

They bind up broken sheep.



Ezekiel 34:4
Those who are weak you have not strengthened, 

the diseased you have not healed, 

the broken you have not bound up, 

the scattered you have not brought back, 
nor have you sought for the lost; 

but with force and with severity you have dominated them.



Broken sheep are those who are 
feeling the effects of their own sin 

or the sins of the world and are 
in need of comfort.



Isaiah 40:1-2

“Comfort, O comfort My people,” 
says your God.



What do faithful shepherds do?
They feed sheep.

They strengthen weak sheep.

They heal sick sheep.

They bind up broken sheep.

They gather scattered sheep.



Ezekiel 34:4
Those who are weak you have not strengthened, 

the diseased you have not healed, 
the broken you have not bound up, 

the scattered you have not 
brought back, 

nor have you sought for the lost; 
but with force and with severity you have dominated them.



Shepherds patiently pursue 
wandering sheep, knowing the 

dangers of wandering.



Matthew 18:12
“What do you think? If any man has a hundred sheep, 

and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave 
the ninety-nine on the mountains and go 
and search for the one that is straying? 



What do faithful shepherds do?
They feed the sheep.

They strengthen weak sheep.

They heal sick sheep.

They bind up broken sheep.

They gather scattered sheep.

They look for lost sheep.



Ezekiel 34:4
Those who are weak you have not strengthened, 

the diseased you have not healed, 
the broken you have not bound up, 

the scattered you have not brought back, 

nor have you sought for the lost; 

but with force and with severity you have dominated them.



2 Timothy 4:5
But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, 

do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.



The Faithful Shepherd
Ezekiel 34:15-16

“I will feed My flock and I will lead them to rest,” 
declares the Lord Jehovah. 

“I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, 
bind up the broken, and strengthen the sick; 

but the fat and the strong I will destroy. 
I will feed them with judgment.”

John 10:14
“I am the good shepherd; 

and I know My own, and My own know Me.”



Faithful Shepherds
What are faithful shepherds to do?

How are faithful shepherds to do it?



How do faithful shepherds lead?

By teaching the Word.



2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is inspired by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, for training in righteousness; 
that the man of God may be adequate, 

equipped for every good work.



1 Peter 2:2
…like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, 

that by it you may grow in respect to salvation.



Since sheep are equipped 
and grow by the Word, faithful 
shepherds will use the Word to 

shepherd the sheep. 



How do faithful shepherds lead?
By teaching the Word.

By preaching the gospel.



Though we use the Bible, 
it is not the Bible we preach.

We preach the message
of the Bible from the Bible; 

we preach the gospel.



Romans 1:15-17
Thus, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel 

to you also who are in Rome.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith to faith; as it is written, 

“But the righteous shall live by faith.”



A Consistent Witness
Acts 14:7

…and there they continued to preach the gospel.

Acts 16:10
...concluding that God had called us 

to preach the gospel to them.

1 Corinthians 1:17
For Christ did not send me to baptize, 

but to preach the gospel…



Faithful shepherds will be growing in 
their own understanding of the gospel 

and will not come short of it in their 
teaching, preaching, and counseling.



How do faithful shepherds lead?
By teaching the Word.

By preaching the gospel.

By proclaiming Christ.



Colossians 1:27-28
…to whom God willed to make known what is the riches 

of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, 

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man 
and teaching every man with all wisdom, 

that we may present every man complete in Christ.



Faithful leaders understand that the 
message of the Bible is the gospel, 

and the gospel is Christ.



Faithful Shepherds
What are faithful shepherds to do?

How are faithful shepherds to do it?

What is the goal of a faithful 
shepherd’s work?



The Goal

The goal is worship 
for the glory of God.



The work
Ephesians 3:14-17

For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 

that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, 
to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner 

man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 



The work
Ephesians 3:17-19

And that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all the saints 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 
and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, 

that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.



The goal
Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that works within us, 
to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

to all generations forever and ever. 
Amen. 



To glorify God is to worship Him.



Psalm 29:2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due to His name; 

Worship the LORD in holy array.
Psalm 86:9

All nations whom You have made 
shall come and worship before You, O Lord; 

And they shall glorify Your name.
Revelation 14:7

“Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His 
judgment has come; and worship Him who made the heaven 

and the earth and sea and springs of waters.”



Worship is the inner affection for
God that is manifested in outward 

obedience and praise.



Conclusion:
We all have a responsibility to 

understand what constitutes healthy 
leadership; the health of the church 

depends upon it.


