
A Worthy Work 
1 Timothy 5:17-18 

There is a unique covenant commitment between an elder who is set apart vocationally  
for the ministry of the gospel and the church he serves. 

 

1. Is there a difference between elders and pastors? 
a. All elders _______ and _______. 
b. Pastors are especially _______ to lead and teach. 

2. What is the pastor’s commitment to the church he serves? 
a. He commits himself to lead his __________ well. 
b. He commits himself to ______ in gospel ministry and teaching. 

3. What is the congregation’s commitment to their pastor? 
a. You commit to honor and respect the _______ God has given you.  
b. You commit to honor your pastors with ________ provision. 
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1 Timothy 5:17-18
The elders who lead well are to be 

considered worthy of double honor, 
especially those who work hard in the word

and teaching. For the Scripture says, 
“You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,” 

and “The laborer is worthy of his wages.”



Theme
There is a unique covenant 

commitment between an elder 
who is set apart vocationally 
for the ministry of the gospel 

and the church he serves.



A Worthy Work



Is there a difference between 
elders and pastors?



Elders vs. Pastors
All elders lead and teach.
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Elders who lead well are distinguished 
from elders who lead.

But Paul would not have had a 
category for qualified elders 

who were leading poorly. 



All Elders Lead
1 Timothy 3:1

It is a trustworthy statement: 
if any man aspires to the office of overseer, 

it is a fine work he desires to do.
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All Elders Lead
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Caring Leadership is central 
to the office of elder and 

to the work of shepherding.



All Elders Teach
1 Timothy 3:2

An overseer, then, must be above reproach, 
the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach…



All Elders Teach
1 Timothy 3:2

An overseer, then, must be above reproach, 

the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, 

respectable, hospitable, able to teach…



Teaching is also central 
to the office of elder and 

to the work of shepherding.



The “teaching work”?
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The overseer must be…holding fast the faithful 
word which is in accordance with the teaching, 

that he may be able both to exhort in sound doctrine 
and to refute those who contradict.
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Elders vs. Pastors
All elders lead and teach.

Pastors are especially gifted
to lead and teach.
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All elders must be able
to teach but not all will 

be gifted to teach.



Elders vs. Pastors
All elders lead and teach.

Pastors are especially gifted to lead and teach.

Pastors are set apart
to lead and teach.



Those who are set apart.
1 Timothy 5:17-18
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Set apart for vocation.
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considered worthy of double honor, 

especially those who work hard in the word
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All elders should work hard 
but not all will be set apart 

as laborers.



Set apart for gospel work.
Acts 13:2

And while they were ministering 
to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 

“Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
to which I have called them.”
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Pastors are identified by the Holy 
Spirit and set apart by the church 
to labor vocationally in the word.
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to the building up of the body of Christ…
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What is the pastor’s 
commitment to the church 

he serves?



The Pastor’s Covenant
A pastor commits himself

to lead his congregation well.
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The pastor devotes himself 
to the hard work of caring 
for the church he serves.
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The Pastor’s Covenant
A pastor commits himself to lead his congregation well.

A pastor commits himself to toil 
in gospel ministry and teaching.
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In Gospel Ministry
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In Gospel Teaching
1 Timothy 5:17-18

The elders who lead well are to be 
considered worthy of double honor, 

especially those who work hard in the word

and teaching. For the Scripture says, 

“You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,” 
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All of a pastor’s labor is 
oriented around the gospel 

and is aimed at gospel-shaped
care and instruction.



It is solemn and weighty work.
2 Timothy 4:1-3

I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 

and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; 
be ready in season and out of season; 

reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 
For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine…



It is costly work.
2 Timothy 2:3 and 10

Suffer hardship with me, 
as a good soldier of Christ Jesus…

For this reason I endure all things
for the sake of those who are chosen, 

that they also may obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.



It is sacrificial work.
John 10:14-15

I am the good shepherd (pastor); 
and I know My own, and My own know Me, 

even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; 
and I lay down My life for the sheep.



Pastors are called to follow the 
example of THE Pastor and to 

love their sheep with their lives.



What is the congregation’s 
commitment to their pastor?



The Congregation’s Covenant
You commit to honor and respect 

the elders God has given you.
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All elders are to be honored.
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Pastors are additionally honored.
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What is the first honor?
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13
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that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, 

and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 
and that you esteem them very highly in love 

because of their work.
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High Regard
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Based in Love
1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

But we request of you, brethren, 
that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, 

and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 

and that you esteem them very highly in love
because of their work.



Honoring them.
Hebrews 13:17
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for they keep watch over your souls, 
as those who will give an account. 

Let them do this with joy and not with grief, 
for this would be unprofitable for you.
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For your good
Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders, and submit to them; 
for they keep watch over your souls, 

as those who will give an account. 
Let them do this with joy and not with grief, 

for this would be unprofitable 
for you.



The Congregation’s Covenant
You commit to honor and respect the elders God has given you.

You commit to honor your pastors 
with financial provision.



What is the double honor?
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It is financial provision.
1 Timothy 5:17-18
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while he is threshing,” 

and “The laborer is worthy of his wages.”



It is financial provision.
1 Timothy 5:17-18

The elders who lead well are to be 
considered worthy of double honor, 

especially those who work hard in the word
and teaching. For the Scripture says, 

“You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,” 

and “The laborer is worthy of his 
wages.”



Pastors must humble themselves 
and learn to live in dependence 
upon God’s provisions through 

the church.



1 Corinthians 9:14
So also the Lord directed those who proclaim 

the gospel to get their living from the gospel.



Conclusions:
Pastoral ministry is worthy work.

Healthy churches will have a 
bond with their pastors that 
mirrors the bond between 

Christ and His Church.


