
Confronting Covetousness:

James 3:13-16

A Heaping Helping of Humility



The most threatening enemy which seeks to 
undermine the glory of God and your satisfaction in 

Christ 
is your own pride



Prideful self-interest leads to the enslavement of 
covetousness and never being content… 

 but cultivating Christ-like humility leads to contentment and 
the sweet freedom of gladly forgetting about ourselves. 



James 3:13-16

 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good 
life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 

14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
boast about it and deny the truth.  

15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 
of the devil. 

16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and 
every evil practice. 



What’s the big deal with pride?

∙ Pride and coveting are closely related (vs 16)

∙ Pride seems wise… but its nothing to be proud of  (vs 14-15)

∙ The heart of the matter is the matter of the heart (vs 14)

∙ Godly wisdom is proven by Christ-like humility (vs 13)
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The thing that makes every kind of evil that I practice 
possible is an over-estimation of my own importance and 
a commitment to my own welfare. 

Pride is a necessary for all kinds of sin. 
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In order to have a covetous desire that turns away from the Lord, I 
must see myself as being above finding my satisfaction in the Lord…

In order to act on that desire and transgress the law, I must see 
myself as being above my neighbor… 

Pride is a close companion to coveting. 



Coveting results from the belief that I can’t be satisfied with what 
I have... 

I have to be convinced that I deserve something I am not getting

Pride is a close companion to coveting. 
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Pride and coveting have no end… 

They are inherently insatiable… 

More will never be enough… 
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When we are pridefully putting our own interests ahead 
of others , we’re thinking too highly of ourselves. Our 
view of self is inflated and out of step with the truth.

Romans 12:3-4… “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of 
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather, think of yourself with sober 
judgement, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” 



Putting self first will never satisfy and ends in destruction... 

The fastest way to ruin yourself is to make much of yourself. 

Proverbs 16:18… “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall”

Proverbs 18:12… “Before his downfall a man’s heart is proud, but humility comes before 
honor”
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Mark 7:15; 21-23… 

“Nothing outside a man can make him unclean by going into him. Rather, 
it is what comes out of a man that makes him unclean… 

For from within men’s hearts come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, covetous desires, malice, deceit, 

lewdness, envy, slander, pride and folly. 

All these evils come from inside and make a man unclean. 
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You cannot be walking with God and have current, fresh, 
experiential knowledge of what it means to be 
worshipping Him without being humbled…. 

Communion with God naturally crushes our pride and 
produces humility.



Isaiah 6:1, 5… 

In the year the king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on the throne, high 
and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple… 

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD Almighty.”

Humility will be a natural byproduct of knowing the superiority of God
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Philippians 2:3-8… 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should not look to 
your own interests, but namely to the interests of others.

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, talking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death– even to death on a cross!”



Reflection Questions

▪ Are you enslaved to prideful selfishness? 
o How does your persistence in self-interest harm your relationships?  
o How does it rob you of joy and contentment? 

 

▪ Can you identify the unrefined idols of selfishness and entitlement in your heart? 
What are the “needs” or “rights” that you need in order to be content?
o How can you repent and find what you need in the Lord? 
o What does it say about your relationship with the Lord if you don’t want to repent? 

▪ How can you become so mindful of God and others that you begin to taste the 
sweet freedom of forgetting about yourself? 
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