
Clarifications and Commentary
War itself is a manifestation of sin.

There is no sin beyond Christ’s atonement.

Christian culture is in direct conflict 
with the culture of the world making our 

discussion today highly relevant.



Proposed Health Education Standards
Kindergarteners would be taught different kinds of family 

structures, including “cohabitating” and same-gender families.

Fourth-graders would be taught the difference between sex 
assigned at birth and gender identity. 

Fifth-graders would be taught that gender expression and 
gender identity exist along a spectrum.

Sixth-graders would learn what sexual identity is and learn 
about a range of identities related to sexual orientation, among 

them heterosexual, bisexual, lesbian, gay, queer, two-spirit, 
asexual and pansexual.



Community Responsibilities

Deuteronomy 21:18-21



Deuteronomy 21:18-21
If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey 
the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and, though 
they discipline him, will not listen to them, then his father and 

his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the 
elders of his city at the gate of the place where he lives, and 

they shall say to the elders of his city, “This our son is stubborn 
and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a 

drunkard.” Then all the men of the city shall stone him to 
death with stones. So you shall purge the evil from your midst, 

and all Israel shall hear, and fear.



Main Point
God created His people to live and 

worship in community which means 
that we have responsibilities to one 

another in respect to the life and 
worship of our community.



Community Responsibilities
Parental Responsibilities



The Parents’ Responsibilities
Train up your children in the way 

that they should go.



Deuteronomy 21:18-20
If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 
and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



Situation
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obey the voice of his father or the 

voice of his mother, 

and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 
then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 

bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 
where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 

“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 
he will not obey our voice; 

he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



Situation
Deuteronomy 21:18-20

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the 

voice of his mother, 

and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 
then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 

bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 
where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 

“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 
he will not obey our voice; 

he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



Honor your father and mother
Deuteronomy 21:18-20

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the 

voice of his mother, 

and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 
then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 

bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 
where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 

“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 
he will not obey our voice; 

he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



This is the parents’ part!
Deuteronomy 21:18-20

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 

and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



What is it?
Deuteronomy 21:18-20

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 

and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



Discipline means to warn, instruct, or rebuke. 

It is primarily correction that involves 
instruction that leads to wisdom.



Proverbs 3:11
My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD 

Or loathe His reproof.
Proverbs 13:1

A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, 
But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.



Ephesians 6:1 and 4
Children, obey your parents in the Lord…

Fathers bring them up in the discipline 
and admonition of the Lord.

Children need to be taught the way to go. 



Proverbs 22:6

Train up a child in the way he should go, 
Even when he is old he will not depart from it.



This way is a way of worship; 
it is a way that is turning away 

from self to Christ.

It is the way of love!



Proverbs 13:24

He who withholds his rod hates his son, 
But he who loves him disciplines him diligently.



The Parents’ Responsibilities
Train up your children in the way that they should go.

Supply the community with well 
trained members.



Deuteronomy 4:40
“So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 

which I am giving you today, that it may go well with you 
and with your children after you, 

and that you may live long on the land 
which the LORD your God is giving you for all time.”
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Deuteronomy 4:40
“So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 

which I am giving you today, that it may go well with you 
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Deuteronomy 4:40
“So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 

which I am giving you today, that it may go well with you 
and with your children after you, 

and that you may live long on the land 

which the LORD your God is giving you for all time.”



Community Impact?
Proverbs 29:15

The rod and reproof give wisdom, 
But a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.

Proverbs 28:7
He who keeps the law is a discerning son, 

But he who is a companion of gluttons humiliates his father.



Community Impact?
Deuteronomy 21:18-20

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 
and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 

“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 
he will not obey our voice; 

he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



Neglect of parental responsibility plays a key 
role in the unraveling of communities.

Conversely, faithful discipline supplies 
the community with members well 

equipped to contribute well.

Parents, this is your responsibility!



Community Responsibilities
Parental Responsibilities

Filial Responsibilities



The Responsibilities of Youth
Honor your father and mother and gladly 

learn how to go in the right way.



The wrong and rugged way!
Deuteronomy 21:18-20

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 
and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



The wrong and rugged way!
Deuteronomy 21:18-20

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will 

not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 
and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



The wrong and rugged way!
Deuteronomy 21:18-20

If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will 

not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 
and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 

“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



The Law for you
Deuteronomy 5:16

Honor your father and your mother, 
just as the LORD your God has commanded you, 

so that your days may be prolonged 
and that it may go well for you on the land 

which the LORD your God is giving you.



Proverbs 3:11

My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD 
Or loathe His reproof.

Don’t be a fool!



Proverbs 15:5

A fool rejects his father’s discipline, 
But he who regards reproof is sensible.

Proverbs 13:1

A wise son accepts his father’s discipline, 
But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.



Children, your parents will make 
many mistakes in their discipline.

But by listening to them, you are 
learning to worship the Lord, 

and this will be life to you!



Ephesians 6:1-3
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

“Honor your father and mother (which is the first 
commandment with a promise), so that it may be well with 

you, and that you may live long on the earth.”

The Lord’s way is the way of love and 
worship; it is the way of life!



The Child’s Responsibilities
Honor your father and mother and gladly learn how to go in the right way.

Actively aspire and patiently prepare 
to take your place in the community.



The Child’s Responsibilities
Honor your father and mother and gladly learn how to go in the right way.

Actively aspire and patiently prepare 

to take your place in the community.



What are you aspiring to?
Deuteronomy 21:20-21

“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 

he is a glutton and a drunkard.”

Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones. 
So you shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and fear.

Or are you aspiring to take your place?



This is an aspiration to death!
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This is an aspiration to death!
Deuteronomy 21:20-21
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”

Then all the men of the city shall 
stone him to death with stones. 

So you shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and fear.
Or are you aspiring to take your place?



Deuteronomy 21:20-21
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”

Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones. 
So you shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and fear.

Or are you aspiring to take 
your place?



Your place of responsibility
Deuteronomy 21:20-21
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”

Then all the men of the city 
shall stone him to death with stones. 

So you shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and fear.
Or are you aspiring to take your place?



What is your place?
Romans 14:19

So then we pursue the things which make for peace 
and the building up of one another. 

It is the place of contribution in 
pursuit of those things that lead to 
the flourishing of your community.



Don’t buy the narratives.
You choose to take your place 
in the community and actively 
contribute what God has given 

you to share.



The Child’s Responsibilities
Honor your father and mother and gladly learn how to go in the right way.

Actively aspire and patiently prepare 

to take your place in the community.



The Child’s Responsibilities
Honor your father and mother and gladly learn how to go in the right way.

Actively aspire and patiently prepare 
to take your place in the community.



Luke 2:52
And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, 

and in favor with God and men.

Jesus, God’s Son, patiently prepared 
under the discipline of the parents 

His Father had provided Him.



Deuteronomy 21:18-20
If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 

and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”



There are many good aspirations 
for which you must patiently wait.

But don’t just wait; prepare!



Community Responsibilities
Parental Responsibilities

Filial Responsibilities

Corporate Responsibilities



Our Corporate Responsibilities
Cultivate a culture of discipleship.



Deuteronomy 21:18-20
If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, 

and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 

then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place 

where he lives, and they shall say to the elders of his city, 
“This our son is stubborn and rebellious; 

he will not obey our voice; 
he is a glutton and a drunkard.”

This was to be the culture 
of their community.



Deuteronomy 6:7
You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the 

way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

Surely this was not intended 
for the home only!



This is to be our culture:
Romans 15:14

And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am 
convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 

with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another.
1 Thessalonians 5:11

Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, 
just as you also are doing.
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This is to be our culture:
Romans 15:14

And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am 
convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 

with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, 

just as you also are doing.



Parents, are you willing to let 
your community instruct and 

admonish you in your parenting?
Church, are we willing to learn 

how to do this well?



The Community’s Responsibilities
Cultivate a culture of discipleship.

Keep a culture of discipline.



Deuteronomy 21:21
Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death 

with stones. So you shall purge the evil from your midst, 
and all Israel shall hear, and fear.



Community Responsibility
Deuteronomy 21:21

Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death 

with stones. So you shall purge the evil from your midst, 
and all Israel shall hear, and fear.



Purification for Worship
Deuteronomy 21:21

Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death 

with stones. So you shall purge the evil 
from your midst, 

and all Israel shall hear, and fear.



Reciprocal Cultural Impact
Deuteronomy 21:21

Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death 
with stones. So you shall purge the evil from your midst, 

and all Israel shall hear, and fear.



Church Application
1 Corinthians 5:11 and 13

But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any 
so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, 
or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler — 

not even to eat with such a one. 
“REMOVE THE WICKED MAN FROM AMONG YOURSELVES.”



Church, do we see the connection 
between worship and purity?
Are we willing to worship the 

Lord by doing the difficult work 
of purification?



Concluding Thought
The way of Christian community 
is a way of worship, and our way 
of worship is the way to a cross.



Deuteronomy 21:22-23
If a man has committed a sin worthy of death and he is put to 
death, and you hang him on a tree, his corpse shall not hang 

all night on the tree, but you shall surely bury him on the same 
day (for he who is hanged is accursed of God), 
so that you do not defile your land which the LORD 

your God gives you as an inheritance.

Are you entrusting yourself to the one 
who was cursed for you?


