
Message Preface:
The Art of War



All of us, men and women, 
must know that we are at war 

and must have some idea of its art…
“so that no advantage would be taken of us by 
Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.” 

(2 Cor. 2:11)



The Art of War
“All warfare is based on deception.” 

“Hence, when we are able to attack, 
we must seem unable; 

When using our forces, we must appear inactive; 
When we are near, we must make the enemy 

believe we are far away.
When far away, we must make him believe 

we are near.”



We do not seek to understand the schemes 
of our enemy so as to use them ourselves… 
“for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh” 

(2 Cor. 10:4)

But that we be able to defend 
against them when used against us.



Your Need for an Apologia
1 Peter 3:15

But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you 

to give an account for the hope that is in you.

But you must understand the natural 
effect and the goal of your apologia.



The natural effect
Acts 26:24

While Paul was saying this in his defense,

Festus said in a loud voice, 
“Paul, you are out of your mind! 

Your great learning is driving you mad.” 

“For everyone who does evil hates the Light, 
and does not come to the Light 

for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” 
(John 3:20)



The Goal
The goal of apologetics cannot be 
conversion to the idea of Christian 

reasonableness so that the world won’t 
hate us and might eventually hear us.

The goal is conversion to the 
Lord Jesus Christ!



Acts 26:20

I kept declaring to those of Damascus and at Jerusalem 
and throughout all Judea and even to the Gentiles, 

that they should repent and turn to God…



So, could you make a gospel defense 
against accusations like: 

“The God of the Bible hates women!”?



Does God Hate Women?
And Other Such Questions

Deuteronomy 21:1-17



Deuteronomy 21:1-4
If in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess 

someone is found slain, lying in the open country, 
and it is not known who killed him, then your elders 

and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure 
the distance to the surrounding cities. And the elders 

of the city that is nearest to the slain man shall take a heifer 
that has never been worked and that has not pulled in a yoke. 

And the elders of that city shall bring the heifer down to a 
valley with running water, which is neither plowed nor sown, 

and shall break the heifer’s neck there in the valley. 



Deuteronomy 21:5-8
Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come forward, 

for the LORD your God has chosen them to minister to him 
and to bless in the name of the LORD, and by their word every 

dispute and every assault shall be settled. 
And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man 

shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken 
in the valley, and they shall testify, “Our hands did not shed 
this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. Accept atonement, 
O LORD, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, 

and do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst 
of your people Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for.”



Deuteronomy 21:9
So you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood from your midst, 

when you do what is right in the sight of the LORD.



Deuteronomy 21:10-14
When you go out to war against your enemies, and the LORD 

your God gives them into your hand and you take them 
captive, and you see among the captives a beautiful woman, 
and you desire to take her to be your wife, and you bring her 
home to your house, she shall shave her head and pare her 

nails. And she shall take off the clothes in which she was 
captured and shall remain in your house and lament her father 
and her mother a full month. After that you may go in to her 
and be her husband, and she shall be your wife. But if you no 

longer delight in her, you shall let her go where she wants. But 
you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you treat her as a 

slave, since you have humiliated her.



Deuteronomy 21:15-17
If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, 
and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, 

and if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved, 
then on the day when he assigns his possessions as an 

inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved 
as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, 

who is the firstborn, but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, 
the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion 
of all that he has, for he is the firstfruits of his strength. 

The right of the firstborn is his.



Main Idea
Because all people bear 

the image of God, life is sacred; 
and every person should be treated 

with dignity and respect even in 
grossly corrupted circumstances.



Questions about Questionable Practices

Why kill a heifer?



Background
Deuteronomy 21:1-4

If in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess 
someone is found slain, lying in the open country, 

and it is not known who killed him, then your elders 
and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure 

the distance to the surrounding cities.



Background
Deuteronomy 21:1-4

If in the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you to possess 
someone is found slain, lying in the open country, 

and it is not known who killed him, then your elders 
and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure 

the distance to the surrounding cities.



Background
Deuteronomy 21:1-4

If in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess 

someone is found slain, lying in the open country, 

and it is not known who killed him, then your elders 
and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure 

the distance to the surrounding cities.



Background
Deuteronomy 21:1-4

If in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess 
someone is found slain, lying in the open country, 

and it is not known who killed him, 

then your elders 
and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure 

the distance to the surrounding cities.



The problem?
Deuteronomy 21:9

So you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood from your 
midst, when you do what is right in the sight of the LORD.



What’s the big deal?
Genesis 9:6

Whoever sheds man’s blood, 
By man his blood shall be shed, 

For in the image of God He made man.



By this all people are made precious!
Genesis 9:6

Whoever sheds man’s blood, 
By man his blood shall be shed, 

For in the image of God He made man.



So, why kill a heifer?
To sanctify human life.



Their prayer…
Deuteronomy 21:8

Accept atonement, O LORD, for your people Israel, 
whom you have redeemed, and do not set the guilt 
of innocent blood in the midst of your people Israel, 

so that their blood guilt be atoned for.

What was this prayer intended to convey?



A person whom God had created and 
whom God had sanctified by the imprint 
of His image, was desecrated by murder.

This ceremony serves to sanctify that 
life and to acknowledge before God 

the wickedness of such a thing. 



Why kill a heifer?
To sanctify human life.

To recognize community 
responsibility.



Deuteronomy 21:5-8
And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man 

shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken 
in the valley, and they shall testify, “Our hands did not shed 
this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. Accept atonement, 
O LORD, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, 

and do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst 
of your people Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for.”



Corporate Representation
Deuteronomy 21:5-8

And all the elders of that city 
nearest to the slain man 

shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken 
in the valley, and they shall testify, “Our hands did not shed 
this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. Accept atonement, 
O LORD, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, 

and do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst 
of your people Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for.”



Corporate Responsibility
Deuteronomy 21:5-8

And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man 
shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken 

in the valley, and they shall testify, “Our hands did not shed 

this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. Accept atonement, 
O LORD, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, 

and do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst 
of your people Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for.”



Corporate Responsibility
Deuteronomy 21:5-8

And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man 
shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken 

in the valley, and they shall testify, “Our hands did not shed 

this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. Accept atonement, 
O LORD, for your people Israel, 

whom you have redeemed, 
and do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst 

of your people Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for.”



In what ways were they responsible?
They were all responsible for the corruption of sin 
that would make murder conceivable or possible.

Indifference toward sin would eat at the fabric of 
society such that it would soon entirely unravel.

They, together, were responsible for the cleansing 
of the community from the wickedness of sin.



Questions about Questionable Practices

Why kill a heifer?

Does God hate women?

No! Of course not!



Corrective Considerations
God’s laws are not abstract 

moral principles.
They are given to corrupt people in 

corrupt circumstances.



Corrupt Circumstances
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 
a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…



Corrupt People
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 
a beautiful woman, and you desire 

to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…



Corrective Considerations
God’s laws are not utopian denials of reality.

God knows human wretchedness and 
aims to restrain wickedness and require 

righteousness in the wretched 
circumstances that result. 

“For Jesus was not entrusting Himself to men 
for He Himself knew what was in man.” John 2:24-25



Wretched Realities
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 

and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 
take them captive, and you see among the captives 

a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 
and you bring her home to your house…

Consider the times!



Wretched realities of wretched times
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 
a beautiful woman, and you desire 

to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…
Consider the Assyrians, the Babylonians, 

the Barbarians…

And the Abortionists!



Wretched realities of wretched times
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 
a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…

Consider the Assyrians, the Babylonians, 
the Barbarians…

And the Abortionists!



Kind of like our times!
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 
a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…
Consider the Assyrians, the Babylonians, 

the Barbarians…

And the Abortionists!



This is the constraining command!
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 

a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…
Consider the Assyrians, the Babylonians, 

the Barbarians…

And the Abortionists!



Helpful Considerations
Rather than demean woman, 

God’s law dignifies her by asserting 
her personhood and securing her place. 

In stark contrast to the “nations”, 
God’s law required 

compassionate assimilation.



Remember those corrupt desires?
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 
a beautiful woman, and you desire 

to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…



Remember the constraining command?
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 

a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…



This is a command of Covenant!
Deuteronomy 21:10-12

When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you 

take them captive, and you see among the captives 

a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 

and you bring her home to your house…



Compassionate assimilation into 
covenant community

Deuteronomy 21:12-13
She shall shave her head and pare her nails. 

She shall take off the clothes in which she was captured.

 She shall remain in your house and lament her father 
and her mother a full month. 

After that you may go in to her and be her husband, 
and she shall be your wife.



Responsibility
Deuteronomy 21:12-13

She shall shave her head and pare her nails. 

She shall take off the clothes in which she was captured.

 She shall remain in your house and lament her father 
and her mother a full month. 

After that you may go in to her and be her husband, 
and she shall be your wife.



Dignity
Deuteronomy 21:12-13

She shall shave her head and pare her nails. 

She shall take off the clothes in which she was captured.

 She shall remain in your house and lament her father 
and her mother a full month. 

After that you may go in to her and be her husband, 

and she shall be your wife.



Protection from sinful corruption!
Deuteronomy 21:14

But if you no longer delight in her, you shall let her go where 
she wants. But you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you 

treat her as a slave, since you have had your way with her.

This is not approval; 
it is keen condemnation!



She is a Person!
Deuteronomy 21:14

But if you no longer delight in her, you shall let her go where 

she wants. But you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you 
treat her as a slave, since you have had your way with her.

This is not approval; 
it is keen condemnation!



Sinful corruption!
Deuteronomy 21:14

But if you no longer delight in her, you shall let her go where 
she wants. But you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you 

treat her as a slave, since you have had your way with her.

This is not approval; 
it is keen condemnation!



Deuteronomy 21:14
But if you no longer delight in her, you shall let her go where 
she wants. But you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you 

treat her as a slave, since you have had your way with her.

This is not approval; 
it is keen condemnation!



Helpful Considerations
God’s laws uphold female dignity in stark 
contrast to otherwise degrading societies.

Including our own!



Only an arrogant, rebellious, 
and hateful people will believe that it 

dignifies a woman to set her free from 
God’s good and gracious authority!

Unlike the enemy, 
God loves women!



Questions about Questionable Practices

Why kill a heifer?

Does God hate women?

Is polygamy a good idea?



Is polygamy a good idea?
Duhhh! 

What were you thinking?



Just a few helpful reminders…
Abraham

Jacob
Solomon



Helpful Considerations
Consider that even the best polygamists 

will likely wrestle with rivalry. 



A wretched circumstance
Deuteronomy 21:15-17

If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, 
and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, 

and if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved…
Consider:

Why take another if the one is enough?



Inevitable Rivalry
Deuteronomy 21:15-17

If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, 

and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, 
and if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved…

Consider:
Why take another if the one is enough?



Inevitable Rivalry
Deuteronomy 21:15-17

If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, 

and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, 
and if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved…

Consider:
Why take another if the one is enough?



Inevitable Inequity!
Deuteronomy 21:15-17

If a man has two wives, the one loved and the other unloved, 
and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, 

and if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved…
Consider:

Why take another if the one is enough?



Helpful Considerations
Consider that God’s law intrudes into a 
world of immorality and disrupts the 

natural course of corruption.



The course of a corrupt man’s immorality?
Deuteronomy 21:16-17

On the day when he assigns his possessions as an 
inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved 

as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, 
who is the firstborn, but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, 

the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion 
of all that he has, for he is the firstfruits of his strength. 

The right of the firstborn is his.
God was also protecting this unloved 

woman from this immoral man!



Disruption of that course!
Deuteronomy 21:16-17

On the day when he assigns his possessions as an 

inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved 
as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, 

who is the firstborn, but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, 
the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion 
of all that he has, for he is the firstfruits of his strength. 

The right of the firstborn is his.
God was also protecting this unloved 

woman from this immoral man!



Disruption of that course!
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inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved 

as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, 

who is the firstborn, but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, 

the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion 
of all that he has, for he is the firstfruits of his strength. 

The right of the firstborn is his.
God was also protecting this unloved 

woman from this immoral man!



Disruption of that course!
Deuteronomy 21:16-17

On the day when he assigns his possessions as an 
inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved 

as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, 
who is the firstborn, but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, 

the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion 
of all that he has, for he is the firstfruits of his strength. 

The right of the firstborn is his.

God was also protecting this unloved 
woman from this immoral man!



Gospel Implications
If God isn’t good in the Old Testament, 

He isn’t good, and we are lost!

If God through Christ did not redeem 
men and women from captivity, 

He did not redeem humanity at all.



Colossians 2:8
See to it that no one takes you captive 

through philosophy and empty deception, 
according to the tradition of men, 

according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ.



Colossians 2:8
See to it that no one takes you captive 

through philosophy and empty deception, 
according to the tradition of men, 

according to the elementary principles of the world, 

rather than according to Christ.



Are you willing to be His captive?
Colossians 2:8

See to it that no one takes you captive 
through philosophy and empty deception, 

according to the tradition of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the world, 

rather than according to Christ.



Gospel Implications
If God isn’t good in the Old Testament, 

He isn’t good, and we are lost!

If God through Christ did not redeem 
men and women from captivity, 

He did not redeem humanity at all.

All people, regardless of category or class, 
must bow to the Lord Jesus Christ or be lost.



The goal of the Christian Apologia 
is not to conform God to the vain 

philosophies of a foolish and 
rebellious people but to call a foolish 

and rebellious people to repent, 
believe, and be conformed to Christ! 


