
At the Heart of Transvestism

Deuteronomy 22:5



Deuteronomy 22:1-4
You shall not see your brother’s ox or his sheep going astray 
and ignore them. You shall take them back to your brother. 

And if he does not live near you and you do not know who he is, 
you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay with you 
until your brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it to him. And 
you shall do the same with his donkey or with his garment, or 
with any lost thing of your brother’s, which he loses and you 
find; you may not ignore it. You shall not see your brother’s 
donkey or his ox fallen down by the way and ignore them. 

You shall help him to lift them up again.



Deuteronomy 22:5
A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, 
nor shall a man put on a woman’s cloak, 

for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the LORD your God.



Deuteronomy 22:6-7
If you come across a bird’s nest in any tree or on the ground, 
with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on the young 
or on the eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young. 

You shall let the mother go, but the young you may take 
for yourself, that it may go well with you, 

and that you may live long.



Deuteronomy 22:8-12
When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet for your 
roof, that you may not bring the guilt of blood upon your house, 

if anyone should fall from it.

You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, 
lest the whole yield be forfeited, the crop that you have sown 

and the yield of the vineyard. You shall not plow with an ox 
and a donkey together. You shall not wear cloth of wool 

and linen mixed together.

You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of the 
garment with which you cover yourself.



Laws of Love
Deuteronomy 22:1-4

You shall not see your brother’s ox or his sheep going astray 
and ignore them. You shall take them back to your brother. 

And if he does not live near you and you do not know who he 
is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay with 

you until your brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it to him. 
And you shall do the same with his donkey or with his garment, 
or with any lost thing of your brother’s, which he loses and you 

find; you may not ignore it. You shall not see your brother’s 
donkey or his ox fallen down by the way and ignore them. 

You shall help him to lift them up again.
You shall not steal!
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Laws of Love
Deuteronomy 22:6-7

If you come across a bird’s nest in any tree or on the ground, 
with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on the young 
or on the eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young. 

You shall let the mother go, but the young you may take 
for yourself, that it may go well with you, 

and that you may live long.
You shall not murder!



Laws of Love
Deuteronomy 22:6-7

If you come across a bird’s nest in any tree or on the ground, 
with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on the young 
or on the eggs, you shall not take the mother with the young. 

You shall let the mother go, but the young you may take 
for yourself, that it may go well with you, 

and that you may live long.

You shall not murder!



Laws of Love
Deuteronomy 22:8

When you build a new house, 
you shall make a parapet for your roof, 

that you may not bring the guilt of blood upon your house, 
if anyone should fall from it.

You shall not murder!



Laws of Love
Deuteronomy 22:8

When you build a new house, 
you shall make a parapet for your roof, 

that you may not bring the guilt of blood upon your house, 
if anyone should fall from it.

You shall not murder!



Laws of Love
Deuteronomy 22:9-12

You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, 
lest the whole yield be forfeited, the crop that you have sown 

and the yield of the vineyard. 

You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 

You shall not wear cloth of wool and linen mixed together.

You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners 
of the garment with which you cover yourself.

You shall have no other gods before Me. 
You shall not worship them or serve them.



Laws of Love
Deuteronomy 22:9-12

You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, 
lest the whole yield be forfeited, the crop that you have sown 

and the yield of the vineyard. 

You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 

You shall not wear cloth of wool and linen mixed together.

You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners 
of the garment with which you cover yourself.

You shall have no other gods before Me. 
You shall not worship them or serve them.



Our Primary Text
Deuteronomy 22:5

A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, 
nor shall a man put on a woman’s cloak, 

for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the LORD your God.

You shall have no other gods before Me.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not bear false witness.



Main Point
The visibility of transvestism serves 
to expose deeper issues of idolatry 
and self-gratification that plagued 

them and still plague us and that will 
require a convictional response.



At the Heart of Transvestism
What is being prohibited?



What is being prohibited?
Idolatry



Deuteronomy 22:5
A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, 
nor shall a man put on a woman’s cloak, 

for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the LORD your God.



A man’s “stuff”
Deuteronomy 22:5

A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, 

nor shall a man put on a woman’s cloak, 
for whoever does these things is an abomination 

to the LORD your God.



Whether this was a practice 
associated with the worship of 
various deities or some other 
expression, it represented an 

idolatry of self in any case.



What is being prohibited?
Idolatry

Sexual Perversity



Deuteronomy 22:5
A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, 
nor shall a man put on a woman’s cloak, 

for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the LORD your God.



A woman’s clothing
Deuteronomy 22:5

A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, 

nor shall a man put on a woman’s cloak, 

for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the LORD your God.



This was likely connected to acts of 
sexual gratification that may have 
included homosexuality or other 

perversions of God’s design.



What is being prohibited?
Idolatry

Sexual Perversity

Identity Swapping



Deuteronomy 22:5

A woman shall not wear a man’s stuff, 

nor shall a man wear women’s clothing, 
for whoever does these things is an abomination 

to the LORD your God.



Deuteronomy 22:5

A woman shall not wear a man’s stuff, 

nor shall a man wear women’s clothing, 

for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the LORD your God.



Transvestism is not about fashion; 
it is about taking on some or all of 
the identifying qualities, features, 
or distinguishing characteristics 

of the opposite sex.

It is about identification.



At the Heart of Transvestism
What is being prohibited?

Why is this prohibited?



The issue is not the stuff nor the skirt 
as if the LORD were concerned about 

men’s and women’s fashion.

The issue is the desire and 
motivation of the heart.



Why is this prohibited?
All of its motivations are rebellion 

against the LORD!



God’s Design of Clear Distinction
Genesis 1:27

God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them.



Genesis 1:27
God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; 

male and female He created them.



“Gender Binary” is NOT manmade!
Genesis 1:27

God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; 

male and female He created them.



Deuteronomy 22:5

A woman shall not wear a man’s stuff, 

nor shall a man wear women’s clothing, 
for whoever does these things is an abomination 

to the LORD your God.

God created women to be women 
and to express themselves as women 

and to worship Him as women.



What about Feminism?
On a practical level, Feminism, 

is a throwing off of “traditional” 
female qualities or roles in order 

to gain equality with men.



What about Feminism?
But as an ideology, Feminism is 

an ironical hatred of womanhood 
and exposes an envy of and 
covetousness for manhood.



Feminist Ideology: An Example
“Pregnancy and childbirth…serve 

to restrict women's ability to 
participate in society on equal 

footing with men.”
(Feminist Katha Pollitt)

This is ultimately a hatred of God 
and a rejection of His design.



Feminist Ideology: An Example
“Pregnancy and childbirth…serve 

to restrict women's ability to 
participate in society on equal 

footing with men.”
(Feminist Katha Pollitt)

This is ultimately a hatred of God 
and a rejection of His design.



Deuteronomy 22:5
A woman shall not wear a man’s stuff, 

nor shall a man wear women’s clothing, 

for whoever does these things is an abomination 
to the LORD your God.

Whether motivated by a desire for sexual 
gratification or for some other reason, 
this too is an abomination to the LORD.



What is “Effeminism”?
Effeminism is an ideology that 

seeks to encourage boys to adopt 
feminine characteristics due to a 

hatred of masculinity.



A Small Sample
“How to Raise a Feminist Son” 

“760 Feminized Boys Ideas on Pinterest” 

“It’s Time to Let Boys Be Girly”  

“From He to She in First Grade”

This is rebellion against God!



God created men to be men 
and to express themselves as 

men and to worship Him as men.



Why is this prohibited?
All of its motivations are rebellion against the LORD!

It is destructive to the person.



Deuteronomy 4:39-40
Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 

that the LORD, He is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below; there is no other. 

So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 
which I am giving you today, that it may go well 

with you and with your children after you, 
and that you may live long on the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you for all time.



Deuteronomy 4:39-40
Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 

that the LORD, He is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below; there is no other. 

So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 

which I am giving you today, that it may go well 
with you and with your children after you, 

and that you may live long on the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you for all time.



Deuteronomy 4:39-40
Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 

that the LORD, He is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below; there is no other. 

So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 
which I am giving you today, that it may go well 

with you and with your children after you, 
and that you may live long on the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you for all time.



Disregarding the Designer 
and His design will only lead 
to the destruction of the one 

He designed.



Why is this prohibited?
It is rebellion against the LORD!

It is destructive to the person.

It is destructive to the community.



Deuteronomy 4:39-40
Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 

that the LORD, He is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below; there is no other. 

So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 
which I am giving you today, that it may go well 

with you and with your children after you, 
and that you may live long on the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you for all time.
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Deuteronomy 4:39-40
Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 

that the LORD, He is God in heaven above 
and on the earth below; there is no other. 

So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments 
which I am giving you today, that it may go well 

with you and with your children after you, 

and that you may live long on the land 
which 

the LORD your God is giving you for all time.



At the Heart of Transvestism
What is prohibited?

Why is it prohibited?

What questions about this 
must we address now?



Questions Now
How should we think about 
feminism and effeminism?



Let’s stop using unbiblical traits and 
qualities to define male and female.

Biblical masculinity is not trucks, 
guns, and potty humor.

Biblical femininity is not flowers, 
tea parties, and gossip.



Let’s ground our understanding of 
these things is biblical truth and 

strive to live consistent with these 
truths as a visible apologetic for 

the beauty of God’s design.



Questions Now
How should we think about feminism and effeminism?

How should we think about 
transgenderism?



What is “Transgenderism”?
Transgenderism is “the condition of 

someone feeling that they are not the 
same gender (= sex) as the one they 
had or were said to have at birth.” 

(Cambridge Online Dictionary)



What is “Transgenderism”?
“Assigning someone's sex is based on biology 

-- chromosomes, anatomy, and hormones. 
But a person's gender identity -- the inner 

sense of being male, female, or both -- 
doesn't always match their biology. 

Transgender people say they were assigned 
a sex that isn't true to who they are.” 

(WebMD)



Identification vs. Assignment
Genesis 1:27

God created man in His own image, 
in the image of God He created him; 

male and female He created them.

Sex is assigned by God and 
observed and identified by us.



We should not dismiss “Gender 
Dysphoria” as if it does not exist, 

but nor should we affirm anyone in it.

 Our work is to point everyone to the 
hope and peace found only in Christ 
and in the renewal that He brings.



Questions Now
How should we think about feminism and effeminism?

How should we think about transgenderism?

How should we think about 
truth and love?



Truth and Love are not separable!
Ephesians 4:25

Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you 
with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.

To love your neighbor is to 
speak truth to him or her.



So, what about 
“pronoun hospitality”?

Should we be “charitable” and 
use preferred pronouns?



Do not bear false witness.
Jeremiah 9:5

Everyone deceives his neighbor 
And does not speak the truth, 

They have taught their tongue to speak lies; 
They weary themselves committing iniquity.

Zechariah 8:16

These are the things which you should do: 
speak the truth to one another; judge with truth 

and judgment for peace in your gates.



Do not bear false witness.
Jeremiah 9:5

Everyone deceives his neighbor 
And does not speak the truth, 

They have taught their tongue to speak lies; 
They weary themselves committing iniquity.

Zechariah 8:16
These are the things which you should do: 

speak the truth to one another; judge with truth 
and judgment for peace in your gates.



Do not bear false witness.
Colossians 3:9

Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside 
the old self with its evil practices.

Is it truly loving hospitality to affirm 
someone in a destructive lie?



Let’s not be deceived by the lie that 
we can distort the gospel in order to 

make a way for the gospel!



Ephesians 5:6-8

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons 

of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them; 
for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light 

in the Lord; walk as children of Light.

If we are walking in the Light, 
the way will be lit!



Which train will we board?
Neopronouns or Noun-self pronouns

“A neopronoun can be a word a created to serve as pronoun 
without expressing gender, like “ze” and “zir.”

A neopronoun can also be a so-called “noun-self pronoun,” in 
which a pre-existing word is drafted into use as a pronoun. 

Noun-self pronouns can refer to animals — so your pronouns 
can be “bun/bunself” and “kitten/kittenself.” 

(New York Times, April 8, 2021)





Is this real?
“When I first encountered them I actually didn’t agree with 

them,” wrote one 15-year-old neopronoun user. “Eventually I 
met a lot of people online who used them and decided to 

educate myself further and realized that they were perfectly 
valid and just another way of expressing your gender to 

others. I chose the ones I use as I feel a connection to them, 
EG vamp/vamp pronouns — I feel a connection to vampires 

and that in a way feels connected to my gender.”



Let’s test this to see if we should board 
the pronoun hospitality train.

My friend Lanny loves lambs and decided to change her 
pronouns to lamb/lambs/lambself because lamb feels a gender 
connection to lambs. A few weeks ago, lamb celebrated lambs 
birthday and lambs mom bought lambs three lambs. Lamb was 

beside lambself with joy and wanted to share a lamb with lambs 
friend Liz, so lamb let Liz keep one of lambs lambs over the 

weekend. Lamb and lambs friend have never felt closer.



Let’s test this to see if we should board 
the pronoun hospitality train.

That is until a few days ago when Liz’s brother decided to change 
his pronouns to wolf/wolfs/wolfself because he identifies with 

wolves and feels that they are a part of his gender. 
Even this may have been ok had Liz not left Lanny’s lamb with her 
brother during breakfast. Wolf had the lamb at breakfast but now 

the lamb is gone, and Lanny is distraught because 
wolf won’t tell lambs where lambs lamb is and all lamb knows 

is that wolf had lambs lamb for breakfast 
and now lambs lamb is missing.



Conclusions
Our identity is not self-defined, 

and our truest identity is found in Christ.

Courage flows out of conviction, 
but our conviction must come from Christ.

When your neighbor feels the pains of rebellion, 
he’s not likely to turn to those who got on board 

with him but to those who loved him in truth.


