
God’s Wisdom for Our Lives – Week 11 
Speaking in Reference to God: Speech That Benefits The Audience 

 
Review  

1. What is the over-arching theme of Proverbs?  
 

2. How have we defined wisdom?   
 

3. What is the beginning or foundation of Biblical wisdom?  
 

4. What is the disposition or attitude that characterizes the fear of the Lord?  
 

5. What does the fear of the Lord have to do with the everyday life of a Christian?  
 

6. Speaking in Reference to God 
i. Know the Impact of Your Words – “Death & Life Are in The Power of The Tongue” 

ii. Know The Origin of Your Words – “Out of the Heart, The Mouth Speaks”  
 

7. What’s the important disclaimer we need to remember when we consider instruction about our 
words?   
 

Speaking in Reference to God: Speech That Benefits The Audience 
 

Read Proverbs 12:18 “There is one who speaks rashly like the thrusts of a sword, but the tongue of the wise 
brings healing”  
 

1. What is rash speech likened to in this verse?  
 

a. What is this comparison telling us about rash speech?  
  

2. What is “speaking rashly”?  
 

3. Are we responsible for the words we speak “thoughtlessly” or “unintentionally”? (Matt 12:36)  
 

a.  What are some of the obvious manifestations of speaking rashly?  
 

b. What are some of the more subtle manifestations of speaking rashly?  
 

c. What are some of the practical consequences that follow rash speech (speech that is not given 
proper thought)? How does it “pierce”?  

 
 

4. In contrast to rash speech that pierces, how is the tongue of the wise described?   
 

a. What does it mean that the tongue of the wise “brings healing”?  
 

b. What does this tell us about speech that is wise?  
 

c. How can this serve as a diagnostic for us as we seek to align our speech with biblical wisdom?  



Read Ephesians 4:29-5:4 
 

5. What is the command given in Eph 4:29?  
 

6. What two kinds of “talk” are being contrasted in Eph 4:29?  
 

7. What is meant by:  
a. A word that is good for edification?  

 
b. A word that is according to the need of the moment?   

 
i. What does an edifying word spoken at the right time and in the right way do?  

 
8. How would you normally define unwholesome talk?   

 
9. Based on the way unwholesome talk is contrasted with “what is helpful” in Eph 4:29, how does the 

Bible define “unwholesome talk”? 
 

10. According to Eph 4:30, what is another (and perhaps bigger) consequence of unwholesome talk?  
 

11. What kind of speech are we commanded to “put away or put off” in verse Eph 4:31 and Eph 5:4?  
 

a. What are we called to replace those things with in Eph 4:32 & 5:4?  
 

b. According to Eph 5:1-2, why should we get rid of these things and replace them?  
 

i. How does this reinforce our definition of biblical wisdom and connect to the over-
arching theme of Proverbs?  

 
 
Reflection:  
 

12. Can you identify ways you tend to communicate (either in the manner or the content) that are not 
helpful and do not build others up?  
 

a. If you struggle to see this, humbly ask a close friend, spouse, or family member if they can help 
you identify these things.  
 

b. What specific words or patterns of speaking need to be put off?  
 

c. What should you replace them with?  
 

d. What might change if you began to filter your words by the standards: “is this in reference to 
the Lord? Does this imitate the Lord?”  


