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1. Review -- Our problem:
a. Psalm 1
● The biblical label “wicked” does not necessarily mean malicious or even behaviorally immoral. It

means that a person is rejecting, ignoring, or living without reference to God or refusing to
worship Him or give thanks to Him. In essence, any unbeliever is rightly termed “wicked”.

b. Romans 12:2
An thought exercise concerning unconscious absorption of culture:

Dancing—now and then.
What are some conforming concepts believed by our culture that,

if accepted, will weaken the defense of our faith?
❖ That objectivity or neutrality is possible.
❖ That there is a standard of reasoning by which God can be judged.
❖ That the Bible is an invalid starting place for discussion or debate.
❖ That “faith” is accepting unreasonable things as true. [Some believe that the more

outlandish the proposition, the more faith is needed.]
❖ That science has debunked Christianity or at least many Christian claims.

c. Psalm 14:1-3
● The term “Fool” is not an insult meant to disparage intelligence but is a biblical description of

someone who is turned away from God. It is a moral indictment.

2. Foundations:
a. God is the Creator and Sustainer of everyone and everything.

i. Creator: Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-3; Acts 17:24
ii. Sustainer: Acts 17: 25; Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:3

Implications:
● No one and nothing is or can be disconnected from God; we are not Deists.

[That many do disconnect concepts, ideas, and things from God in their own way of thinking does not
mean that there is any real disconnection in reality.]

● There is no object, principle, or truth independent of God, that is not from Him and upheld by Him.
● Nothing can be rightly analyzed or truly understood apart from understanding God as the Originator

and Sustainer.
[To say that unbelievers cannot know things truly is not saying that they cannot or do not know things
thoroughly and rightly or that their knowledge cannot be of great benefit.]

● Apart from God, there is no rational basis for the uniformity and predictability of nature--that things
like gravity will continue to work or that water will continue to boil at 212⁰, or that cells will continue to
replicate etc.
[In a naturalistic/materialistic worldview, the scientific method is nothing more than a catalogue and
analysis of a relatively small number of past occurrences. There is no rationale for prediction.]

● Much of our learning in the various categories of education (e.g. science, history, math, language, etc.)
has been and is from a position of “neutrality,” which really amounts to atheism or at best agnosticism.
Our society has unquestioningly accepted the premise that these things can be properly understood
without reference to God. In other words, we have either accepted that God is not the Creator and
Sustainer of everyone and everything, or we have believed that in some cases this doesn’t matter.

“Any autonomy is wrong. Autonomous science or autonomous art is wrong, if by autonomous science
or art we mean it is free from the content of what God has told us.” Francis Schaeffer

b. God creates every human in His image.
Genesis 1:26-27; 9:6



● This is the foundation for human dignity. Dignity is derived from God.
● Essential human dignity (worth) has no rational foundation apart from God.
● Mere material cannot have inherent dignity, cannot be worthy of respect. We do not respect

rocks, and we would not sue to ensure that Coke receives equal treatment with Pepsi on the
basis of inherent worth.
[This does not mean that atheists do not believe in human dignity or that they do not treat
people with dignity. It does mean that they have no binding rationale for it. When honest, the
best they can say is that they prefer to treat people with dignity and prefer that others do too.]

c. God inescapably makes Himself known to all people leaving them without excuse:
Romans 1:18-19
He does this…

i. In general creation: Romans 1:20; Psalm 19:1-6
ii. By internal witness: Romans 1:19, 21

iii. By the indelible imprint of moral awareness/conscience: Romans 2:14-15
[Arguments against this are generally arguments against the particulars (i.e. not
everyone’s morals are the same), but this is not an argument against a universal sense of
morality/justice/right and wrong. Even the most ardent atheist will condemn some things
as wrong, though they have no rational basis for their condemnations.]

● To say that someone does not have a foundation for morality is not saying they do not have
moral standards or even behave morally, but it is to say that they do not have a coherent
rationale for any moral standards they might have. They are borrowing them from Christianity
and then sneaking them in.

In addition to the inescapable revelations above, He has also revealed Himself…
iv. In the incarnation of the eternal Word: John 1:14 and 18; Hebrews 1:1-3
v. In the Holy Scriptures: 2 Timothy 3:16

Implications:
● Disbelief in God is not an intellectual matter at the root; it is moral/ethical. It is a matter of the

heart. It is rebellion.
● Any apologetic that does not call the unbeliever to repentance for his rejection of and rebellion

toward God, as displayed by his disbelief, fails in its fidelity to Christ.
● Even if you could convince someone that there is overwhelming evidence that God exists and

that the Bible is true, this will not lead to faith in Christ apart from grace.


