
The Gospel According to John
“The Glory of Christ 

and the Responses of Men”

John 4:43 – 5:18



Main Idea
Jesus manifested His glory in many 
ways, and the people’s responses 

to Him ranged from eager acceptance 
to self-preserving hostility—
and nothing has changed.



This is about the manifestation of His Glory
John 2:11

This beginning of His signs Jesus did 
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, 

and His disciples believed in Him.
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This is about the manifestation of His Glory
John 2:11

This beginning of His signs Jesus did 

in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, 
and His disciples believed in Him.



By comparing Jesus’ interactions with others, 
we are helped to see the fullness of His glory 

but also the various responses of people.



A Palm Sunday Comparison:
Matthew 21:9

The crowds going ahead of Him, and those who followed, 

were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”

John 19:6
So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, 

they cried out saying, “Crucify, crucify!”



Glory of Christ, Responses of Men
Jesus’ manifestation of glory and 

the Samaritans’ response.



The Samaritans and the Galileans
John 4:43-45

After the two days He went forth from there into 
Galilee. For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet 

has no honor in his own country. So when He came 
to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen 
all the things that He did in Jerusalem at the feast; 

for they themselves also went to the feast.
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The Samaritans and the Galileans
John 4:43-45

After the two days He went forth from there into 
Galilee. For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet 

has no honor in his own country. So when He came 

to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen 
all the things that He did in 

Jerusalem at the feast; 

for they themselves also went to the feast.



Jesus’ Manifestation of Glory in Samaria

Jesus told the woman all 
that she had done.



John 4:29

“Come, see a man who told me 
all the things that I have done…”



The Samaritans’ Response?

She and her community 
believed His words.



John 4:42
“It is no longer because of what you said that we 

believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know 
that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.”



Glory of Christ, Responses of Men
Jesus’ manifestation of glory and the Samaritans’ response.

Jesus’ manifestation of glory 
and the royal official’s response.



John 4:46-50
Therefore He came again to Cana of Galilee where He 

had made the water wine. And there was a royal official 
whose son was sick at Capernaum. When he heard that 

Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to 
Him and was imploring Him to come down and heal his 
son; for he was at the point of death. So Jesus said to 
him, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you 
simply will not believe.” The royal official said to Him, 
“Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus said to 

him, “Go; your son lives.” The man believed the word 
that Jesus spoke to him and started off. 



John 4:51-54
As he was now going down, his slaves met him, saying 

that his son was living. So he inquired of them the hour 
when he began to get better. Then they said to him, 
“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 

So the father knew that it was at that hour 
in which Jesus said to him, “Your son lives”; 

and he himself believed and his whole household. 
This is again a second sign that Jesus performed 

when He had come out of Judea into Galilee.



Jesus’ Manifestation of Glory
Jesus demonstrated His power 

to heal a sick boy from a distance.
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at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come 
out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him 

and was imploring Him to come down and heal his son; 
for he was at the point of death. 
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at Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come 

out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him 

and was imploring Him to come down 
and heal his son; 

for he was at the point of death. 

He believed Jesus could heal, but he 
believed Jesus had to be there to do it.



John 4:48-49
So Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs 
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So Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs 
and wonders, you simply will not believe.” 

The royal official said to Him, 
“Sir, come down before my child dies.”

This was a mild rebuke both to this man 
and to all who were listening.

We are meant to see this in contrast 
to the response of the Samaritans.
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John 4:48-49
So Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs 

and wonders, you simply will not believe.” 
The royal official said to Him, 

“Sir, come down before my child dies.”

He was also convinced that were his son 
to die, it would be too late.



But Jesus manifests His glory!
John 4:50

Jesus said to him, “Go; your son lives.”
This man has been saying “Come”, 
but Jesus demonstrates His power 

by simply saying “Go!”
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by simply saying “Go!”



John 4:50

Jesus said to him, “Go; your son lives.”

Jesus manifested His glory as one 
whose power, even over life and death, 

was not limited by distance. 



The Royal Official’s Response?
The royal official persisted 

and had his faith made whole.



He must have had some faith to start!
John 4:46-47

When he heard that Jesus had come 

out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him 
and was imploring Him to come down and heal his son; 

for he was at the point of death. 



He persisted even after rebuke!
John 4:48-49
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John 4:48-49
The royal official said to Him, 

“Sir, come down before my child dies.” 

Jesus said to him, “Go; your son lives.” 
The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him 

and started off.



He believed his son was healed.
John 4:48-49

The royal official said to Him, 
“Sir, come down before my child dies.” 

Jesus said to him, “Go; your son lives.” 

The man believed the word that 
Jesus spoke to him 

and started off.



He put feet on the faith he had!
John 4:48-49

The royal official said to Him, 
“Sir, come down before my child dies.” 

Jesus said to him, “Go; your son lives.” 
The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him 

and started off.



Though the man had some measure 
of faith and believed Jesus’ words, 
it wasn’t until he saw with his eyes 

that his faith was made whole. 



John 4:51-53
As he was now going down, his slaves met him, saying 

that his son was living. So he inquired of them the hour 
when he began to get better. Then they said to him, 
“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 

So the father knew that it was at that hour 
in which Jesus said to him, “Your son lives”; 

and he himself believed and his whole household.
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John 4:51-53
As he was now going down, his slaves met him, saying 

that his son was living. So he inquired of them the hour 
when he began to get better. Then they said to him, 
“Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 

So the father knew that it was at that hour 
in which Jesus said to him, “Your son lives”; 

and he himself believed and his whole household.

His faith shifted from believing in the works 
of Christ to believing in Christ Himself.



John 20:29
Jesus said to [Thomas], 

“Because you have seen Me, have you believed?

Blessed are they who did not see, 
and yet believed.”

What do you need to see 
in order to believe?



Glory of Christ, Responses of Men
Jesus’ manifestation of glory and the Samaritans’ response.

Jesus’ manifestation of glory and the royal official’s response.

Jesus’ manifestation of glory 
and the lame man’s response.



John 5:1-4
After these things there was a feast of the Jews, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in 

Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called 
in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes. In these lay 
a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and 

withered, [waiting for the moving of the waters; for an 
angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the 
pool and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after 
the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well 
from whatever disease with which he was afflicted.]



John 5:5-9
A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had 
already been a long time in that condition, He said to 

him, “Do you wish to get well?” The sick man answered 
Him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when 
the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another 
steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick 
up your pallet and walk.” Immediately the man became 

well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk.



John 5:10-14
Now it was the Sabbath on that day. So the Jews were 
saying to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, 
and it is not permissible for you to carry your pallet.” 

But he answered them, “He who made me well was the 
one who said to me, ‘Pick up your pallet and walk.’” 

They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Pick 
up your pallet and walk’?” But the man who was 

healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped 
away while there was a crowd in that place.



John 5:14-15
Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said 
to him, “Behold, you have become well; do not sin 
anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 

The man went away, and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had made him well.



Jesus’ Manifestation of Glory
Jesus demonstrated His power 

to simply speak life into lame limbs.
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had already been a long time in that condition, 
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to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, 
but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 
Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 

Immediately the man became well, 
and picked up his pallet and began to walk.



John 5:5-9
A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 

When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he 
had already been a long time in that condition, 

He said to him, “Do you wish to get well?” 
The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man 

to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, 
but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 
Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 

Immediately the man became well, 
and picked up his pallet and began to walk.



John 5:5-9
A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 

When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he 
had already been a long time in that condition, 

He said to him, “Do you wish to get well?” 
The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man 

to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, 
but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 
Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 

Immediately the man became well, 
and picked up his pallet and began to walk.



John 5:5-9
A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 

When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he 
had already been a long time in that condition, 

He said to him, “Do you wish to get well?” 

The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man 
to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, 

but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 
Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 

Immediately the man became well, 
and picked up his pallet and began to walk.
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A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 

When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he 
had already been a long time in that condition, 

He said to him, “Do you wish to get well?” 
The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no man 

to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, 
but while I am coming, another steps down before me.” 

Jesus said to him, “Get up, pick up 
your pallet and walk.” 

Immediately the man became well, 
and picked up his pallet and began to walk.



Jesus demonstrated to this man, and 
to all who would see him carrying 

his mat, that He had the power with 
just a word to speak life into wasted 
limbs and to make the lame to walk.



John 5:8-9

“Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 
Immediately the man became well, 

and picked up his pallet and began to walk.



John 5:8-9
“Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 

Immediately the man became well, 
and picked up his pallet and began to walk.



The Lame Man’s Response?
He responded with 

self-preserving dullness.



This account is set in contrast to the account 
of the man born blind in chapter nine.

Jesus seeks them both out.

Jesus heals them both on the Sabbath.

Both are questioned by the Jews.

The Jews are incensed in both accounts.



Jesus finds them both in the temple later.

The man born blind worships Jesus.

This man goes and tells the Jews.

The man born blind is put out of the synagogue.

This man is not mentioned again.



Of the man lame for 38 years…
John 5:6-8

A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lying there…He said to him, 

“Do you wish to get well?”… 
Jesus said to him, 

“Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.” 



The Jews bring accusation…
John 5:10-14

Now it was the Sabbath on that day. So the Jews were 
saying to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, 

and it is not permissible for you to carry your pallet.” 
But he answered them, 

“He who made me well was the one who said to me, 
‘Pick up your pallet and walk.’” 

They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, 
‘Pick up your pallet and walk’?” But the man who was 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped 

away while there was a crowd in that place.



The lame man’s self-preserving response…
John 5:10-14

Now it was the Sabbath on that day. So the Jews were 
saying to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, 
and it is not permissible for you to carry your pallet.” 

But he answered them, 
“He who made me well was the one 

who said to me, 
‘Pick up your pallet and walk.’” 

They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, 
‘Pick up your pallet and walk’?” But the man who was 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped 

away while there was a crowd in that place.



The Jew’s interrogation…
John 5:10-14

Now it was the Sabbath on that day. So the Jews were 
saying to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, 
and it is not permissible for you to carry your pallet.” 

But he answered them, 
“He who made me well was the one who said to me, 

‘Pick up your pallet and walk.’” 

They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, 

‘Pick up your pallet and walk’?” But the man who was 
healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped 

away while there was a crowd in that place.



The lame man’s dullness, at a minimum!
John 5:10-14

Now it was the Sabbath on that day. So the Jews were 
saying to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, 
and it is not permissible for you to carry your pallet.” 

But he answered them, 
“He who made me well was the one who said to me, 

‘Pick up your pallet and walk.’” 
They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, 

‘Pick up your pallet and walk’?” But the man who was 

healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had slipped 

away while there was a crowd in that place.



Of the man born blind…
John 9:1 and 6-7

As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth…
He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, 

and applied the clay to his eyes, and said to him, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”... 

So he went away and washed, and came back seeing.



The Jew’s interrogation…
John 9:10-11

So they were saying to him, 
“How then were your eyes opened?” He answered, 

“The man who is called Jesus made clay…”



This man’s response…
John 9:10-11

So they were saying to him, 

“How then were your eyes opened?” He answered, 

“The man who is called Jesus 
made clay…”



He knew who healed him…
John 9:10-11

So they were saying to him, 
“How then were your eyes opened?” He answered, 

“The man who is called Jesus made clay…”



Continued interrogation…
John 9:17

So they said to the blind man again, 
“What do you say about Him, 

since He opened your eyes?” 



The man’s testimony…
John 9:17

So they said to the blind man again, 
“What do you say about Him, 

since He opened your eyes?” 

And he said, “He is a prophet.”



Of the man lame for 38 years…
John 5:14-15

Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said 
to him, “Behold, you have become well; do not sin 
anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.” 

The man went away, and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had made him well.
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Of the man born blind…
John 9:35-38

Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, 

He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
He answered, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe 

in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him, 
and He is the one who is talking with you.” And he said, 

“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him.
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Of the man born blind…
John 9:35-38

Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, 
He said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

He answered, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe 
in Him?” Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him, 

and He is the one who is talking with you.” And he said, 

“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped Him.



If you profess Christ, you are professing 
that He has both healed your blindness 

and that He has made you to walk!

How then are you 
responding to Him?



Glory of Christ, Responses of Men
Jesus’ manifestation of glory and the Samaritans’ response.

Jesus’ manifestation of glory and the royal official’s response.

Jesus’ manifestation of glory and the lame man’s response.

Jesus’ manifestation of glory 
and the religious response.



John 5:15-16

The man went away, and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, 
because He was doing these things on the Sabbath. 



John 5:17-18
But He answered them, “My Father 

is working until now, and I Myself am working.” 
For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the 

more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking 
the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, 

making Himself equal with God.



Jesus’ Manifestation of Glory
Jesus declared His equality with God!
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On the Sabbath!
John 5:17-18

But He answered them, “My Father 
is working until now, and I Myself am working.” 



On the Sabbath!
John 5:17-18

But He answered them, “My Father 
is working until now, and I Myself am working.” 



John 5:18
For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the 

more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking 

the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, 

making Himself equal with God.



John 5:18
For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the 

more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking 

the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, 

making Himself equal with God.



Jesus was declaring His equality 
and unity with the Father!



The Religious Response?
The religious respond with 

self-preserving hostility.
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The man went away, and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had made him well. 
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But…
John 5:15-16

The man went away, and told the Jews 
that it was Jesus who had made him well. 

For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, 

because He was doing these things on the Sabbath. 



They disregarded the profound 
demonstration of power Jesus had 
given them and focused instead on 

the preservation of their own power.



Jesus had demonstrated His power to 
heal with just a word and had declared 

His unity with the Father!
John 5:18

For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the 
more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking 

the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, 
making Himself equal with God.



Jesus had demonstrated His power to 
heal with just a word and had declared 

His unity with the Father!
John 5:18

For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the 
more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking 

the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, 
making Himself equal with God.



Self-Preserving Hostility!
Jesus had demonstrated His power to heal with just a word and had declared His unity with the Father!

John 5:18

For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the 
more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking 

the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, 
making Himself equal with God.



Blind religion is rooted self-righteousness, 
but the gospel is grounded on grace.

The religious hate grace because 
it overthrows the self!



Conclusion
Jesus has manifested His glory and 
has shown Himself to be the Christ, 

the Savior of the world.
How are you responding to Him?


