
Call Upon the LORD in Truth

Psalm 145:17-21



Psalm 145:17-21
The LORD is righteous in all His ways 

And kind in all His deeds. 
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 
He will also hear their cry and will save them. 

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 
But all the wicked He will destroy. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 
And all flesh will bless His holy name forever and ever.



Main Point
Because the LORD is righteous in all 
His ways and kind in all his deeds, 
we can count on Him to be near to 
us when we call upon Him in truth. 



Call Upon the LORD in Truth

The LORD is righteous in all His ways.



The LORD is righteous.
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Psalm 145:17

The LORD is righteous in all His ways 

And kind in all His deeds. 

Righteous literally means straight but 
came to mean conforming to a standard.



The LORD is not righteous because He 
conforms to a standard;

He is the standard.
He is righteous; 

He is the way that is straight!



Psalm 11:7
For the LORD is righteous, 
He loves righteousness…

Our world claims to love justice while 
rejecting moral absolutes, but justice is 

the outworking of righteousness.



Psalm 89:14
Righteousness and justice are 

the foundation of Your throne…



The LORD is righteous.

He is righteous in all His ways.
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Psalm 145:17

The LORD is righteous in all His ways 
And kind in all His deeds. 



The great objection to God’s 
sovereignty is the charge of injustice, 

which amounts to a charge 
of unrighteousness.

Romans 9:14

What shall we say then? 
There is no injustice with God, is there?



But that the LORD is sovereign and 
righteous in all His ways forms the basis 

for our appeals to Him for justice.
Jeremiah 12:1

Righteous are You, O LORD, 
that I would plead my case with You; 

Indeed I would discuss matters of justice with You…



Because the LORD is righteous 
in all His ways you can cry out 

to Him for justice knowing 
that He will always do right.



Call Upon the LORD in Truth
The LORD is righteous in all His ways.

The LORD is kind in all His deeds.



The LORD is kind.



Psalm 145:17

The LORD is righteous in all His ways 
And kind in all His deeds. 



Psalm 145:17

The LORD is righteous in all His ways 

And kind in all His deeds. 

The LORD’s kindness is tied to His mercy.



Psalm 145:8
The LORD is gracious and merciful; 

Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness.



The LORD is kind: 
He is merciful to sinners and 
disposed to give grace to the 

brokenhearted.



2 Corinthians 1:3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of mercies and God of all comfort.
1 Peter 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His great mercy has caused us 

to be born again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

How do you think of God?
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the Father of mercies and God of all comfort.
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The LORD is kind.

He is kind in all His deeds.



Psalm 145:17

The LORD is righteous in all His ways 

And kind in all His deeds. 
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Psalm 145:17
The LORD is righteous in all His ways 

And kind in all His deeds. 

Psalm 145:8-9
The LORD is gracious and merciful; 

Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 
The LORD is good to all, 

And His mercies are over all His works.



Psalm 145:17
The LORD is righteous in all His ways 

And kind in all His deeds. 

Psalm 145:8-9
The LORD is gracious and merciful; 

Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 

The LORD is good to all, 

And His mercies are over all His works.



Psalm 145:17
The LORD is righteous in all His ways 

And kind in all His deeds. 

Psalm 145:8-9
The LORD is gracious and merciful; 

Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 
The LORD is good to all, 

And His mercies are over all His works.



The kindness of God is suspect among 
an entitled people who are committed 

to comfort and personal happiness.
You will not entrust yourself to the LORD if 

you do not believe that He is kind and 
that all His deeds are done in kindness.

You will not believe Him to be kind 
if you believe yourself to be entitled.



The kindness of God is suspect among 
an entitled people who are committed 

to comfort and personal happiness.

You will not entrust yourself to the LORD if you do not believe that He is kind and that all His deeds are done in kindness.

You will not believe Him to be kind 
if you believe yourself to be entitled.



Call Upon the LORD in Truth
The LORD is righteous in all His ways.

The LORD is kind in all His deeds.

The LORD is near to all 
who call upon Him in truth.



Psalm 145:18
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 



Psalm 145:18

The LORD is near to all 
who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 



Psalm 145:18

The LORD is near to all 

who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 



Psalm 145:18

The LORD is near to all 

who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 

What does it mean to call 
upon Him in truth?



John 4:24
God is spirit, and those who worship Him 

must worship in spirit and truth.
Hebrews 10:22

…let us draw near with a sincere heart 
in full assurance of faith.



John 4:24
God is spirit, and those who worship Him 

must worship in spirit and truth.
Hebrews 10:22

…let us draw near with a true heart 
in full assurance of faith.



The LORD is near to all 
who call on Him in truth.

He fulfills the desire of those 
who fear Him.



Psalm 145:18-19
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 
He will also hear their cry and will save them. 



Psalm 145:18-19
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire 

of those who fear Him; 

He will also hear their cry and will save them.

To fear the LORD is to love and worship 
Him and to desire to please Him.



Deuteronomy 6:13
You shall fear only the LORD your God; 

and you shall worship Him and swear by His name.



Deuteronomy 6:13
You shall fear only the LORD your God; 

and you shall worship Him and swear by His name.
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To all who call upon Him in truth. 
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Psalm 145:18-19
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 

He will fulfill the desire 
of those who fear Him; 

He will also hear their cry and will save them.



Psalm 37:4
Delight yourself in the LORD; 

And He will give you the desires of your heart. 



We are made to worship the LORD – 
worship is intimately tied to desire.

We will never be fully satisfied 
until we worship the LORD in truth, 
desiring Him above all and finding 

our greatest delight in Him. 



Psalm 37:4-5
Delight yourself in the LORD; 

And He will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD, 
Trust also in Him, and He will do it.



Psalm 37:4-5
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Trust also in Him, and He will do it.



Psalm 37:4-5
Delight yourself in the LORD; 

And He will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD, 

Trust also in Him, and He will do it.



The LORD is near to all 
who call on Him in truth.

He fulfills the desire of those who fear Him.

He saves those who cry out to Him.
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The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 
He will also hear their cry and will save them. 

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 
But all the wicked He will destroy. 



Psalm 145:18-20
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 

He will also hear their cry 
and will save them. 

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 
But all the wicked He will destroy. 



Psalm 145:18-20
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 

He will also hear their cry 

and will save them. 

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 
But all the wicked He will destroy. 



Crying out to the LORD in truth 
requires recognition of need; 

it is a cry of humble dependence.



Psalm 34:6
This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 

And saved him out of all his troubles.
Psalm 34:18

The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
And saves those who are crushed in spirit.

Are you crying out to Him in truth?



The LORD is near to all 
who call on Him in truth.

He fulfills the desire of those who fear Him.

He saves those who cry out to Him.

He keeps those who love Him.



Psalm 145:18-20
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 
He will also hear their cry and will save them. 
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Psalm 145:18-20
The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, 

To all who call upon Him in truth. 
He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him; 
He will also hear their cry and will save them. 

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy. 



Love of the LORD in truth 
cannot be disconnected from faith.

1 Peter 1:8
Though you have not seen Him, you love Him, 

and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, 
you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible 

and full of glory.



Love of the LORD in truth 
cannot be disconnected from faith.

1 Peter 1:8

Though you have not seen Him, you love Him, 
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Love of the LORD in truth 
cannot be disconnected from faith.

1 Peter 1:8

Though you have not seen Him, you love Him, 

and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, 

you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible 
and full of glory.



Psalm 145:20

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy. 

Psalm 31:23
O love the LORD, all you His godly ones! 

The LORD preserves the faithful.
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Psalm 145:20

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy. 

Psalm 31:23

O love the LORD, all you His godly ones! 

The LORD preserves the faithful.



Our love for God and faith in His Son 
are gifts of grace that flow out of His 

work of regeneration.



1 Peter 1:3-5
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 

undefiled and will not fade away…
reserved in heaven for you who are protected 

by the power of God through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time.



1 Peter 1:3-5
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 

undefiled and will not fade away…

reserved in heaven for you who are protected 
by the power of God through faith for a salvation 

ready to be revealed in the last time.



Our assurance is grounded in God’s 
promise to keep and protect those He 
has brought to life and to whom He 

has given the grace of faith.



A Gracious Warning!
Psalm 145:20

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy. 

Psalm 31:23
O love the LORD, all you His godly ones! 

The LORD preserves the faithful 
And fully recompenses the proud doer.
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A Gracious Warning!
Psalm 145:20

The LORD keeps all who love Him, 

But all the wicked He will destroy. 

Psalm 31:23
O love the LORD, all you His godly ones! 

The LORD preserves the faithful 

And fully recompenses the proud doer.



Those whom the LORD has caused to 
be born again will heed His warnings 

and be preserved by grace.



Conclusion
Have you embraced entitlement, 

or do you see your need for mercy?
Are you relying on yourself, 

or are you calling on the LORD in truth?
Are you drawing near to the LORD 

and taking joy in His nearness to you?


