
Frameworks and the Future



Four Major Eschatological Views
Dispensational Premillennialism

Historic Premillennialism

Postmillennialism

Amillennialism



Postmillennialism
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Overview of Historic Premillennialism
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Events As They Unfold (Preterist PM) 
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This corresponds to Matthew 
24 and most of Revelation.

Present Age

Many believe that the 
Millennium begins here.

Some believe that the present age 
was the Jewish Aeon and ended at 
the destruction of the temple, and 
we are now in “the age to come.”

Satan is Bound and prevented from 
deceiving the nations making the 

Great commission possible
(Revelation 20:1-3; Matthew 12:28-29)



Events As They Unfold (Preterist PM) 

Present Age

Golden Age

This is an age of gospel 
ascendency, the growing mustard 

seed of Matthew 13:31-32.

PMs believe the Great Commission 
will be “successful” in that the 

nations will be Christianized
 by gospel proclamation.

This is not a straight line up but a long 
process involving ups and downs.

This is not a literal thousand years, 
and we may still be in the infancy of 
the Church age with millennia to go.

The Golden Age is “a time in history 
prior to Christ’s return in which faith 
righteousness, peace, and prosperity 

will prevail in the affairs of people 
and of nations” (Gentry). 

Christ will have subdued all 
His enemies through the Church 

(cf. 1 Corinthians 15:25).

“The earth will be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters 

cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).



Events As They Unfold (Preterist PM) 

Golden Age

For some the 
Millennium is only 
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Big Picture Overview
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Three Common “Myths”
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Universalism: PMs do not believe that all will 
be saved in the Golden Age.

However, Gentry quotes Brown positively, 
“It will be marked by the universal reception 

of the true religion” (emphasis his).
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Perfectionism: PMs do not believe that all will be 
entirely sanctified in the Golden Age.



Three Common “Myths”

1st Advent

Crucifixion
Resurrection

Ascension

Eternal State
Life of Christ

Old 
Testament

2nd Advent

Present Age

General  
Resurrection 
& Judgment

Great 
Tribulation

Destruction of 
Jerusalem & 
Temple 70 AD

A

n

t

i

c

h

r

i

s

t

Golden Age

Satan is released and 
leads a rebellion.

Satan is 
bound.

Satisfactionism: PMs do not prefer earthly 
dominion over consummational glory.
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Difficulties and Questions

The “nations” most commonly refers to the Gentiles in distinction 
from the Jews and not to political entities, and no NT instruction or 

description addresses “Christianization” of nation states.
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Difficulties and Questions

Current PMs assert disputable interpretations of key passages that form 
the NT foundation of their view and some assert novel interpretations 

to buttress their arguments (see handout).
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Difficulties and Questions

The two-age eschatology does not seem to allow for an 
extended period of “prevailing righteousness and peace” that 

would seem to eliminate most if not all persecution.

Gentry: “Were these conditions [i.e., persecution of 
the church] to continue until the end, 

postmillennialism could not be true” (emphasis his).
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Difficulties and Questions

There is no unambiguous text in the Scriptures that teach 
or describe an extended period of prevailing righteousness 

and peace on the earth prior to Christ’s return.

The PM description of the golden age is largely 
speculation built on prophecy and parable.
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Difficulties and Questions

Efforts to demonstrate “progress” have often meant exaggerations 
of the data. In 1970, Boettner claimed 61% of Americans were 

church members, but were these sincere Christians? Additionally, 
he claimed that slavery and polygamy had practically disappeared.
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The gospel has gone out to the nations, and there has been progress in many 
respects; but there has been no fundamental improvement in the condition of 

mankind or in the power of the gospel or in the effectiveness of preaching.

Difficulties and Questions
The progress often highlighted by the PMs is the advance 
of human comforts and conveniences or in the spread of 

the gospel but not progress in the basic condition of 
humanity or in the condition of the believer’s soul.
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Difficulties and Questions
Yet, it is this kind of progress that would seem to be 

required if there is to be a golden age as described by PMs. 
In other words, individuals globally will need to appropriate 
truth in a manner yet unseen in the history of the Church.

The gospel has gone out to the nations, and there has been progress in many 
respects; but there has been no fundamental improvement in the condition of 

mankind or in the power of the gospel or in the effectiveness of preaching.
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Difficulties and Questions

Flesh and blood are inheriting this kingdom though 
Paul says that they cannot (1 Corinthians 50).
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