
A Sure Assurance 
of Sanctification

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24



1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
Now may the God of peace Himself 

sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be preserved complete, without blame 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Faithful is He who calls you, 

and He also will bring it to pass.



Main Point
Because God is faithful to His promises, 

we can be surely assured that He will 
sanctify us completely and will preserve 

us blameless until the end.



A Sure Assurance of Sanctification
Your sanctification depends on God.



1 Thessalonians 5:23
Now may the God of peace Himself 

sanctify you entirely.



1 Thessalonians 5:23

Now may the God of peace Himself 
sanctify you entirely.



Your Sanctification Depends on God

He Himself will sanctify you.



1 Thessalonians 5:23
Now may the God of peace Himself 

sanctify you entirely.



1 Thessalonians 5:23

Himself now the God of peace
may He sanctify you entirely.

Paul’s emphasis was clearly 
upon God as the one who must do 

this work of sanctification.



What is sanctification?
1 Thessalonians 5:23

…may He sanctify you.

1 Thessalonians 4:3
For this is the will of God, 

your sanctification.

2 Thessalonians 2:13
God has chosen you from the beginning 

for salvation through sanctification.



What is sanctification?
Exodus 13:2

“Sanctify to Me every firstborn, the first offspring 
of every womb among the sons of Israel, 
both of man and beast; it belongs to Me.”

1 Chronicles 23:13
And Aaron was set apart to sanctify him as most holy, 

he and his sons forever, to burn incense before the LORD, 
to minister to Him and to bless in His name forever.
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Why does it depend on God?
1 Thessalonians 5:23

Now may God Himself sanctify you.
1 Corinthians 1:30

But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became to us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification, 

and redemption.

Impurity cannot make pure!
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John 6:69
“We have believed and have come to know 

that You are the Holy One of God.”

Our holiness required the touch 
of the Holy One.



What is your role?
1 Thessalonians 4:7

For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, 
but in sanctification.

1 Peter 1:15 
But like the Holy One who called you, 

be holy yourselves also in all your behavior.
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work out your salvation with fear and trembling…
…for it is God who is at work in you, 

both to will and to work for His good pleasure.
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Because God made you alive 
and because it is His life in you, 
you can now live for Him by the 

power He gives to you.
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1 Peter 1:3-5
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable 

and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven 
for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith 

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
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It is God who will preserve 
and protect you; you cannot 

preserve and protect yourself, 
and this is a matter of faith.
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Philippians 1:6
For I am confident of this very thing, 

that He who began a good work in you 
will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.



God is at work in every part of you, 
cleansing and purifying every aspect 

of your life for His good purposes.
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What amazing hope we can have 
knowing that God will not leave 
any blemish or stain or impurity 
but will present us without spot 
or wrinkle in perfect holiness.



Ephesians 5:25-27
Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 

so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the word, 

that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, 
having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; 
but that she would be holy and blameless.
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God’s faithfulness is the 
manifestation of His truthfulness 

upheld by His omniscience, 
His power, and His goodness.



Your Sanctification is Surely Assured
Because God is faithful.

Because He will do it.
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The certainty of your sanctification 
is entirely due to the perfection 
of the Person who promised it.

What God promises, 
He is able also to perform.



Conclusion
Are you working for your sanctification 

in dependence upon God?
Are you drawing upon His power 

or your own?
Are you resting in the assurance 
of your salvation and laboring in 
the hope of your redemption?


