
Final Adam, Faithful Israel, 
Flawless Representative 

Luke 4:1-13



Luke 4:1-4
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and 

was led around by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days, 
being tempted by the devil. And He ate nothing during 

those days, and when they had ended, He became hungry. 
And the devil said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
And Jesus answered him, 

“It is written, ‘man shall not live on bread alone.”



Luke 4:5-8
And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms 

of the world in a moment of time. 
And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain 

and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, 
and I give it to whomever I wish. 

Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours.” 
Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”



Luke 4:9-12
And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand 
on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; 
for it is written, 

‘He will command His angels concerning You to guard you,’ 
and, 

‘On their hands they will bear You up, 
so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”

And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, 
‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”



Main Point
Jesus is the final Adam and faithful Israel 

who resisted the temptations of Satan 
in the wilderness and obeyed God 

as our flawless representative.



Important Background
Luke 3:37-38

…the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, 
the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, the son of Enosh, 

the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.



Important Background
Luke 3:37-38

…the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of Jared, 
the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, the son of Enosh, 

the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.

1 Corinthians 15:45
So also it is written, 

“The first man, Adam, became a living soul.” 
The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.



Important Background
Hosea 11:1

“When Israel was a youth I loved him, 
And out of Egypt I called My son.”

Matthew 2:15
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”



Important Background
Luke 4:1-2

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
and was led around by the Spirit in the wilderness 

for forty days, being tempted by the devil.

After identifying Himself with the 
people’s need, Jesus was led into the desert 

to represent them in His obedience.



Final Adam, Faithful Israel, 
Flawless Representative

Jesus resisted the temptation to eat.



Jesus resisted the temptation to eat.
Adam ate in a garden, 

but Jesus abstained in a desert.



Adam in the Garden
Genesis 3:1-5

Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field 
which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, 

“Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the 
garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of 

the trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree 
which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 

‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.’” 
The serpent said to the woman, “You surely will not die! 

For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”



Adam in the Garden
Genesis 3:6

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 

desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 
and she gave also to her husband with her, 

and he ate.
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Adam in the Garden
Genesis 3:6

When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 

desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 
and she gave also to her husband with her, 

and he ate.



Adam, in paradise and surrounded 
by abundance, disobeyed and ate.



Luke 4:1-4
Jesus…was led around by the Spirit in the wilderness 
for forty days, And He ate nothing during those days, 

and when they had ended, He became hungry. 
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Jesus…was led around by the Spirit in the wilderness 
for forty days, And He ate nothing during those days, 

and when they had ended, He became hungry. 
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Luke 4:3-4
And the devil said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 

And Jesus answered him, 
“It is written, ‘man shall not live on bread alone.”

Genesis 3:1
“Indeed, has God said, 

‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”



Surrounded by abundance, Adam 
listened to the word of his wife and ate.

Jesus, hungry and in a great desert, 
listened to the word of God and abstained.



Jesus resisted the temptation to eat.
Adam ate in a garden, but Jesus abstained in a desert.

Israel grumbled because of hunger, 
but Jesus was satisfied with obedience.



Exodus 16:1-3
Then they set out from Elim, and all the congregation 

of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, 
which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 
second month after their departure from the land of Egypt. 

The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 

The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died 
by the LORD’S hand in the land of Egypt, 

when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; 
for you have brought us out into this wilderness 

to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”



Exodus 16:1-3
Then they set out from Elim, and all the congregation 

of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, 
which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 
second month after their departure from the land of Egypt. 

The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 

The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died 
by the LORD’S hand in the land of Egypt, 

when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; 
for you have brought us out into this wilderness 

to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”



Deuteronomy 8:3
He humbled you and let you be hungry…

Hunger was a test for the people 
of Israel, a test which they failed!



Luke 4:2-4
Jesus…became hungry…and the devil said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”
And Jesus answered him, 

“It is written, ‘man shall not live on bread alone.”
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Jesus…became hungry…and the devil said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”

And Jesus answered him, 

“It is written, ‘man shall not live on bread alone.”



Deuteronomy 8:3
He humbled you and let you be hungry, 

and fed you with manna which you did not know, 
nor did your fathers know, that He might make you 
understand that man does not live by bread alone, 

but man lives by everything that proceeds 
out of the mouth of the LORD.
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Deuteronomy 8:3
He humbled you and let you be hungry, 

and fed you with manna which you did not know, 
nor did your fathers know, that He might make you 
understand that man does not live by bread alone, 

but man lives by everything that proceeds 
out of the mouth of the LORD.

John 4:31 and 34
Meanwhile the disciples were urging Him, 
saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, 

“I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me.”



Jesus was filled up and satisfied in His 
obedience – it was enough for Him to know 

that He was doing His Father’s will.



Final Adam, Faithful Israel, 
Flawless Representative

Jesus resisted the temptation to eat.

Jesus resisted the temptation to take.



Jesus resisted the temptation to take
Adam saw and took, 

but Jesus saw and submitted.



Genesis 3:6
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 

and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.
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Genesis 3:6
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 

and she gave also to her husband with her, 

and he ate.



Adam saw the delight and glory of the fruit, 
and he took and ate.



Luke 4:5-7
And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms 

of the world in a moment of time. 
And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain 

and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, 
and I give it to whomever I wish. 

Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours.”
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Luke 4:5-7
And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms 

of the world in a moment of time. 
And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain 

and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, 
and I give it to whomever I wish. 

Therefore if You worship before me, it 
shall all be Yours.”



Luke 4:8
Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”

Adam saw and ate, but Jesus saw and 
submitted Himself in worship.



Jesus resisted the temptation to take
Adam saw and took, but Jesus saw and submitted.

Israel saw and forgot, 
but Jesus saw and remembered.



Deuteronomy 29:2-5
“You have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the 
land of Egypt to Pharaoh and all his servants and all his land; 
the great trials which your eyes have seen, those great signs 

and wonders. Yet to this day the LORD has not given you 
a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear. 

I have led you forty years in the wilderness…
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the great trials which your eyes have seen, those great signs 
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I have led you forty years in the wilderness…



Psalm 78:40-43
How often they rebelled against Him in the wilderness 

And grieved Him in the desert! 
Again and again they tempted God, 
And pained the Holy One of Israel. 
They did not remember His power, 

The day when He redeemed them from the adversary, 
When He performed His signs in Egypt 
And His marvels in the field of Zoan.
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And grieved Him in the desert! 
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Psalm 78:40-43
How often they rebelled against Him in the wilderness 

And grieved Him in the desert! 

Again and again they tempted God, 
And pained the Holy One of Israel. 
They did not remember His power, 

The day when He redeemed them from the adversary, 
When He performed His signs in Egypt 
And His marvels in the field of Zoan.



Israel saw all that God had done but forgot 
and turned to other gods for their provision 

and protection and national progress.
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And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms 

of the world in a moment of time. 
And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain 
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‘You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.’”
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Luke 4:5-8
And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms 

of the world in a moment of time. 
And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain 

and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, 
and I give it to whomever I wish. 

Therefore if You worship before me, it shall all be Yours.” 

Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
and serve Him only.’”



Israel had seen God’s glory and forgot, 
but Jesus saw the glory of the nations 

and remembered and remained faithful.



Final Adam, Faithful Israel, 
Flawless Representative

Jesus resisted the temptation to eat.
Jesus resisted the temptation to take.

Jesus resisted the temptation to test.



Jesus resisted the temptation to test
Adam chose self-will, 

but Jesus chose self-sacrifice.



Genesis 3:6
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 

and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.

1 John 2:16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh 

and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, 
is not from the Father, but is from the world.
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Genesis 3:6
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 

and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; 

and she gave also to her husband with her, 
and he ate.

1 John 2:16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh 

and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, 
is not from the Father, but is from the world.



When presented with the opportunity to 
use God’s provisions to go his own way, 
Adam chose to follow his own will rather 

than to follow God’s will.



Luke 4:9-11
And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand 
on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; 
for it is written, 

‘He will command His angels concerning You to guard you,’ 
and, 

‘On their hands they will bear You up, 
so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”
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And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand 
on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; 

for it is written, 
‘He will command His angels concerning You to guard you,’ 

and, 
‘On their hands they will bear You up, 

so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”



Luke 4:12
And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, 

‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”



Luke 4:12

And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, 
‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

When presented with the opportunity 
to use God’s promises for His own ends, 

Jesus rejected self-will and chose 
self-sacrifice.



Jesus resisted the temptation to test
Adam chose self-will, but Jesus chose self-sacrifice.

Israel tested God, 
but Jesus trusted God.



Deuteronomy 6:16
“You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, 

as you tested Him at Massah.”



Exodus 17:2-3 and 7
Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, 

“Give us water that we may drink.” And Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 

But the people thirsted there for water; 
and they grumbled against Moses and said, 

“Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”
He named the place Massah and Meribah because of the 

quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested the LORD, 
saying, “Is the LORD among us, or not?”



Exodus 17:2-3 and 7
Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, 

“Give us water that we may drink.” And Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 

But the people thirsted there for water; 
and they grumbled against Moses and said, 

“Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”
He named the place Massah and Meribah because of the 

quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested the LORD, 
saying, “Is the LORD among us, or not?”



Rather than trust that God was 
with them and for them, 

Israel tested Him, demanding that 
He show up for them.
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on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 
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Luke 4:9-11
And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand 
on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, 

“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; 
for it is written, 

‘He will command His angels concerning You to guard you,’ 
and, 

‘On their hands they will bear You up, 
so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’”

And Jesus answered and said to him, “It is said, 

‘You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’”



Israel distrusted God and tested Him, 
but Jesus trusted God and entrusted 

Himself to Him.



Jesus was the final Adam and faithful 
Israel and is our flawless representative 

in whom we are made righteous!
Romans 5:19

For as through the one man’s disobedience the many 
were made sinners, even so through the obedience 

of the One the many will be made righteous.



For Reflection 
As the representative man, Jesus obeyed 

God in every way man does not.
As the head of His covenant people, Jesus 

obeyed God in every way His people do not.
Are you trusting in this One who obeyed 
for you, or are you trusting in yourself?


