
Questions to and Answers 
from the Prophet

Luke 3:10-20



Luke 3:10-14
And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 

“Then what shall we do?” And he would answer 
and say to them, “The man who has two tunics is to share 

with him who has none; and he who has food is to do likewise.” 
And some tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they 

said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, 
“Collect no more than what you have been ordered to.” 

Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, 
“And what about us, what shall we do?” 

And he said to them, “Do not take money from anyone by force, 
or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your wages.”



Luke 3:15-17
Now while the people were in a state of expectation 

and all were wondering in their hearts about John, as to 
whether he was the Christ, John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 

and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear 
His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; 

but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”



Luke 3:18-20
So with many other exhortations he preached 

the gospel to the people. 
But when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded by him 

because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, 
and because of all the wicked things which Herod had done, 

Herod also added this to them all: 
he locked John up in prison.



Main Point
True repentance reorients the heart 

away from self to Jesus, the incomparable 
Christ, who will gather to Himself 
those who trust Him but will judge 

those who reject Him.



Questions and Answers
What, then, should we do?



The context of the question.
Luke 3:8

Therefore bear fruits in keeping with repentance.
Luke 3:10

And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 
“What, then, shall we do?”
It is important to note that 

the works John points to is not their 
repentance but the fruit of it.



The context of the question.
Luke 3:8

Therefore bear fruits in keeping with repentance.
Luke 3:10

And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 
“What, then, shall we do?”

It is important to note that 
the works John points to is not their 

repentance but the fruit of it.



What, then, should we do?
Love your neighbor.



Luke 3:10
And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 

“Then what shall we do?” 
And he would answer and say to them, 

“The man who has two tunics is to share with him who has 
none; and he who has food is to do likewise.” 
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And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 
“Then what shall we do?” 

And he would answer and say to them, 
“The man who has two tunics is to share with him who has none; 

and he who has food is to do likewise.” 



Luke 3:10
And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 

“Then what shall we do?” 

And he would answer and say to them, 
“The man who has two tunics is to share with him who has none; 

and he who has food is to do likewise.” 



Luke 3:10
And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 

“Then what shall we do?” 
And he would answer and say to them, 

“The man who has two tunics is to 
share with him who has none; 

and he who has food is to do likewise.” 



Luke 3:10
And the crowds were questioning him, saying, 

“Then what shall we do?” 
And he would answer and say to them, 

“The man who has two tunics is to share with him who has none; 

and he who has food is to do likewise.” 



True repentance is a fundamental 
change of heart that reorients the focus 

of affections away from self.
The visible fruit of this re-orienting 

repentance is a love for neighbor 
that results in mercy.



James 2:8, 14-17
If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according 

to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” 
you are doing well.”

What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith 
but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 

If a brother or sister is without clothing and 
in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not 
give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 

Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.



What, then, should we do?
Love your neighbor.

Act with integrity.



Luke 3:12-13
And some tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they 

said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, 
“Collect no more than what you have been ordered to.” 
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said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, 
“Collect no more than what you have been ordered to.” 



Luke 3:12-13
And some tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they 

said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, 

“Collect no more than what you 
have been ordered to.” 



Luke 3:12-13
And some tax collectors also came to be baptized, and they 

said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, 

“Collect no more than what you 
have been ordered to.” 

The issue was not their collection 
of taxes but their abuse of the tax system 

for their personal gain.



What, then, should we do?
Love your neighbor.
Act with integrity.

Be content.



Luke 3:14
Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, 

“And what about us, what shall we do?” 
And he said to them, 

“Do not take money from anyone by force, 
or accuse anyone falsely, 

and be content with your wages.”
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Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, 

“And what about us, what shall we do?” 
And he said to them, 

“Do not take money from anyone by force, 

or accuse anyone falsely, 
and be content with your wages.”



Luke 3:14
Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, 

“And what about us, what shall we do?” 
And he said to them, 

“Do not take money from anyone by force, 
or accuse anyone falsely, 

and be content with your wages.”



Their position gave them power 
to extort the people, but true repentance 

re-orients the heart away from self 
and results in contentment.



Psalm 63:3
Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, 

My lips will praise You. 
So I will bless You as long as I live; 
I will lift up my hands in Your name. 

My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, 
And my mouth offers praises with joyful lips.



Psalm 63:3
Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, 

My lips will praise You. 
So I will bless You as long as I live; 
I will lift up my hands in Your name. 

My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, 
And my mouth offers praises with joyful lips.



Questions and Answers
What, then, should we do?

Are you the Christ we’ve been expecting?



Luke 3:15
Now while the people were in a state of expectation 

and all were wondering in their hearts about John, 
as to whether he was the Christ.



Are you the expected Christ?
No, I’m preparing the way for Him.



Luke 3:16
John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 

and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals.
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Luke 3:16
John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 

but One is coming who is mightier than I, 
and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals.

John’s baptism was transitional 
and preparatory.



Acts 19:1-5
Paul…came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. He said 

to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether 

there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were 
you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 

Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, 

that is, in Jesus.” 
When they heard this, they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus.”



Acts 19:1-5
Paul…came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. He said 

to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether 

there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were 
you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 

Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, 

that is, in Jesus.” 
When they heard this, they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus.”



Acts 19:1-5
Paul…came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. He said 

to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether 

there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were 
you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 

Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 

telling the people to believe in Him 
who was coming after him, 

that is, in Jesus.” 
When they heard this, they were baptized 

in the name of the Lord Jesus.”



Acts 19:1-5
Paul…came to Ephesus, and found some disciples. He said 

to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether 

there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were 
you baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 

Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, 

that is, in Jesus.” 

When they heard this, they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus.”



Are you the expected Christ?
No, I’m preparing the way for Him.

No, He is incomparably greater than I.



Luke 3:16
John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 
and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals.
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Luke 3:16
John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 

and I am not fit to untie the thong 
of His sandals.



John would not even begin to compare 
Himself with Jesus, who is the Christ, 
the Son of God, the Word embodied, 

the radiance of God’s glory.



Hebrews 1:2-3
In these last days God has spoken to us in His Son, 

whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world. 

And He is the radiance of His glory 
and the exact representation of His nature, 

and upholds all things by the word of His power.
John 1:14

…and we saw His glory, glory as of the 
only begotten from the Father.



Are you the expected Christ?
No, I’m preparing the way for Him.

No, He is incomparably greater than I.

No, He will baptize in the Holy Spirit 
and fire.



Luke 3:16
John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 

and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
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John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 

and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; 

He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 



Luke 3:16
John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 

and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; 
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John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 

and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; 

He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire. 



Luke 3:16
John answered and said to them all, 

“As for me, I baptize you with water; 
but One is coming who is mightier than I, 

and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals; 

He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire. 



Jesus never baptized with water!
His baptism is either an immersion into 

His New Covenant community or an 
immersion into the fires of judgment.



Questions and Answers
What, then, should we do?

Are you the Christ we’ve been expecting?

What will the outcome of these things be?



What will the outcome be?
The wheat will be gathered into His barn.



Luke 3:17
His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear 

His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; 
but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
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Luke 3:17
His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly cleanse 

His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; 
but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

Mark 13:27
And then He will send forth the angels, and will 
gather together His elect from the four winds, 

from the farthest end of the earth 
to the farthest end of heaven.



What a glorious hope held out to us, 
that we will be gathered together 
into the house of our Lord to be 

in His presence always!



What will the outcome be?
The wheat will be gathered into His barn.

The chaff will be burned with 
unquenchable fire.



Luke 3:17
His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly cleanse 
His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; 

but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.
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Luke 3:17
His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly cleanse 
His threshing floor, and to gather the wheat into His barn; 

but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.



What a terrifying “hope” for those 
who reject Christ and His cross!

Hebrews 10:31
It is a terrifying thing to fall into 

the hands of the living God.



For Reflection 
Have you received Christ by faith and are 
you resting in Him as your hope for life?

Is it your great desire to become more like 
Him from the inside out?

Does the fruit of your life testify 
to the reality of refocused affections?


