


Luke 6:22-23 and 26

Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you,
and 1nsult you, and scorn your name as evil,
for the sake of the Son of Man. Be glad in that day and leap
for joy, for behold, your reward 1s great in heaven.
For 1n the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.

Woe to you when all men speak well of you,
for their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way.



Main Point

When we faithfully follow Christ,
we will be persecuted;
but we can learn to rejoice and
be glad knowing that we are sharing
in the sufferings of Christ.



Proverbs 29:235
The fear of man brings a snare,
But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted.



Happy Are the Hated

The Context of Persecution



The Context of Persecution

Genuine Humility



Luke 6:20-21
Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours 1s the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.



Luke 6:20-21
Blessedareyou WhO are poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God.

Blessed are yo u Wh O h u n g e r now, for you shall be satisfied.
Blessed are yO u WhO Weep now, for you shall laugh.



It 1s 1n the context of our spiritual
neediness that the Lord tells us that
we will be hated and persecuted.

Genuine humility 1s a pre-requisite
to genuine persecution.



Acts 20:18-19
“You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia,
how I was with you the whole time,
serving the Lord with all humility and with tears
and with trials which came upon me
through the plots of the Jews.”
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The Context of Persecution

Genuine Humility

Faithful Discipleship



Luke 6:22
Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you,
and 1nsult you, and scorn your name as evil,
for the sake of the Son of Man.



Luke 6:22

Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you,
and insult you, and scorn your name as evil,

for the sake of the Son of Man

Matthew 5:10
Blessed are those who have been persecuted

for the sake of righteousness.



(Genuine persecution comes 1n
the context of faithful discipleship,
as convictions are lived out 1n
a sinful and rebellious world.



2 Timothy 3:10-12
Now you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose,
faith, patience, love, perseverance, persecutions,
and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch,
at Icontum and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured,
and out of them all the Lord rescued me!

Indeed, all who desire to live godly
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
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The Causes of Persecution
Hatred



Luke 6:22
Blessed are you when men hate you.

John 15:18
If the world hates you,
you know that 1t has hated Me before 1t hated you.



Luke 6:22

Blessed are you when men hate you.

John 15:18

If the world hates you,

~Know that it has hated Me
before it hated you



Ultimately, the cause of persecution against

a faithful believer 1s hatred of Jesus.
John 7:7
“T'he world...hates Me because I testify of it,
that 1ts deeds are evil.”

John 15:20
If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.



The Causes of Persecution

Hatred

[ove



Luke 6:22
Blessed are you when men hate you.



Luke 6:22

Blessed are you when men hate YOU.

John 3:19-20
This 1s the judgment,
that the Light has come into the world,
and men loved the darkness rather than the Light,
for their deeds were evil.
For everyone who does evil hates the Light,
and does not come to the Light for fear
that his deeds will be exposed.
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Blessed are you when men hate you.

John 3:19-20

This is the judgment,
that the Light has come into the world,
and men loved the darkness rather than the Light,
for their deeds were evil.
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and does not come to the Light for fear
that his deeds will be exposed.



Luke 6:22

Blessed are you when men hate you.

John 3:19-20

This is the judgment,
that the Light has come into the world,

and men loved the darkness rather than the Light,

for their deeds were evil.
For everyone who does evil hates the Light,
and does not come to the Light for fear
that his deeds will be exposed.



People hate Jesus because they love their sin,
and Jesus exposes them as sinners.



John 3:19-20

This 1s the judgment,
that the Light has come into the world,

and men loved the darkness rather than the Light,

for their deeds were evil.
For everyone who does evil hates the Light,
and does not come to the Light for fear
that his deeds will be exposed.



John 3:19-20

This 1s the judgment,
that the Light has come into the world,
and men loved the darkness rather than the Light,
for their deeds were evil.

everyone who does evil hates the Light,
and does not come to the Light for fear
that his deeds will be exposed



The Causes of Persecution

Hatred

Love

Pride



At the root, 1t 1s pride that drives people
to hate Jesus and Jesus’ disciples.

But we need to own that sometimes 1t’s
our own pride that provokes persecution.



1 Peter 4:15
Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer,
or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler.



1 Peter 4:15

Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer,

or thief, or evildoer, or a trOUblesome meddler



1 Peter 4:15

Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer,

or thief, or evildoer, or an Overseer Of Other, S affairs



Sometimes we can take pride
In our persecution when, 1n reality,
we are being “persecuted” because
we are being foolish and prideful.



Luke 6:22

Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you,
and 1nsult you, and scorn your name as evil,

for the sake of the Son of Man
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The Characteristics of Persecution
Hatred



Luke 6:22
Blessed are you When men hate you.



Luke 6:22
Blessed are you When men Aate you.

This does not merely refer to internal revulsion
but to outward acts of aggression.



The Characteristics of Persecution

Hatred

Exclusion



Luke 6:22
Blessed are you when men...ostracize you.



Luke 6:22
BlessedareyouWhen menOStraCize you



Luke 6:22
BlessedareyouWhen menexClude you



Luke 6:22
BlessedareyouWhen mencancel you



The Characteristics of Persecution

Hatred

Exclusion

Ridicule



Luke 6:22
Blessed are you when men...insult you.



Luke 6:22

Blessed are you When meninSUIt y()u

Matthew 5:11
Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you,
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me.

To 1nsult someone 1n this manner 1s
to publicly shame him by ridicule or
taunting based 1n what 1s false.



Matthew 5:11

Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you,

and falsely say all kinds of evil against you

because of Me.



The Characteristics of Persecution

Hatred
Exclusion
Ridicule

Scorn



Luke 6:22
Blessed are you when men...scorn your name as evil.



Luke 6:22
sesedare v WHEN IMEN._SCOrN your name as evil



Luke 6:22
Blessedareyouwhenmen...caSt Out y0ur name aS eVil
The progression culminates 1n a cultural

judgment that classifies you as evil,
as hateful, and as a threat to society.
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The Challenges of Persecution

Fear



Luke 6:26
Woe to you when all men speak well of you,
for their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way.



Luke 6:26
Woe...when all men speak well of you

for their fathers used to treat the false prophets in the same way.



Luke 6:26

Woe to you when all men speak well of you,

for their fathers used to treat the
false prophets in the same way

The false prophets tailored their message
to gain the approval or favor of men.



The threat of persecution raises the stakes,

challenging the flesh to compromise.

Galatians 1:10
“For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God?
Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to
please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.”



The Challenges of Persecution

Fear

Faith



Luke 6:23
Be glad in that day and leap for joy,
for behold, your reward 1s great in heaven.
For 1n the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.



Luke 6:23

Be glad in that day and leap for joy,
for....your reward is great in heaven

For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.



Luke 6:23

Be glad in that day and leap for joy,
for behold, your reward 1s great in heaven.

For in the same way their fathers
used to treat the prophets



Hebrews 11:32-38
And what more shall I say? For time will fail me 1f I tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and
the prophets, who by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts
of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths
of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war,
put foreign armies to flight....others experienced mockings
and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.
They were stoned, they were sawn 1n two, they were tempted,
they were put to death with the sword...



Hebrews 11:32-38

And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and

°
the prophets, who by falth conquered kingdoms, performed acts

of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths
of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, from weakness were made strong, became mighty in war,
put foreign armies to flight....others experienced mockings
and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment.
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted,
they were put to death with the sword...



It 1s faith 1n what 1s not yet seen that will
preserve and protect you in persecution.

If you desire to endure,
cultivate faith in God’s promises.



The Challenges of Persecution

Fear
Faith

Felicity



Luke 6:23
Be glad in that day and leap for joy,
for behold, your reward 1s great in heaven.
For 1n the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.



Luke 6:23

Be glad.....and leap for joy

for behold, your reward 1s great in heaven.
For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.

Persecution challenges us to turn our hearts
away from temporal comforts and rejoice
in the Lord as the object of our hope.



1 Peter 4:12-14
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you,
which comes upon you for your testing, as though some
strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you
share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also
at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.
If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.
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For Reflection

Are you living your life “for the sake
of the Son of Man” or for yourself?

Are you preparing for the persecution that
will come by meditating on God’s promises.

Are you hoping 1n the comforts of Christ,
rejoicing in the opportunities He gives you
to share 1n His sufferings?



