
Reconciliation:  The Heart of the Gospel
READY
Have you ever had an experience of failure that changed your perspective toward others?

SET & GO Primary Text:  2 Corinthians 5:14-21   Secondary Text:  Matthew 18:21-35
Set 1 Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 aloud.  Answer the following questions:

According to verses 14-15, what should control you and why?
According to verse 19, what is God no longer doing toward you?
What did God do to Christ, and why did He do it (v 21)?

Set 2 Briefly discuss:  Verses 14, 15, and 17 make it clear that your situation was so bad that your only 
hope was death and resurrection with Christ leading to a whole new life.*  It’s also clear from verses 19 
and 21 that your trespasses had so piled up against you that only God could bail you out (cf. Rom. 
5:6).

Go 2a V 14 makes it clear that you needed a death.  What does this say about your situation before Christ?

Go 2b We often think of sin in general terms, but the word trespass indicates specific violations of law.  Look 
at the 10 commandments (Exo 20:3-17).  As time allows, discuss ways that we break each of these.

Go 2c Read Romans 5:6.  What two things does this say about your situation?  How should this affect your 
attitude about yourself, especially in comparison to others?

Set 3 Briefly discuss:  V 14-21 make clear that you needed reconciliation and that it was God, not you, who 
initiated.  In addition, your reconciliation with God is only possible because He is not counting your 
trespasses against you (v 19).  All this is possible because Christ took your blame upon Himself (v 21).     

Go 3a It was God’s love that moved Him to initiate peace with you.  What effect should this truth have upon 
your relationship with Him (cf. v 14-15)?  What are some ways that this will play out for you?

Go 3b Discuss the idea that Christ took all of your blame upon Himself (v 21).  If this truth were foremost on 
your mind, how would it change your thinking toward yourself, toward God, and toward others?

Go 3b How would a deeper understanding of reconciliation affect the way you share the gospel?

Set 4 Briefly discuss:  Reconciliation is not simply removing tension in relationship; it is full restoration to 
friendship (cf. John 15:15).  Having reconciled you to Himself, not only does God not hold your 
offenses against you, He holds nothing back from you.  In fact, He lavishes kindness upon you and 
continues to pursue you when you dishonor Him.  God’s choice to forgive lies at the heart of the 
gospel, and His choice to forgive you should be your motivation to forgive others (cf. Matt. 18:21-35).

Go 4a You display the gospel when you act toward others in ways that reflect how God has acted toward you.  
Discuss how the following truths should affect your actions toward others who may have wronged you:  
1. It was God who initiated reconciliation with you.  2. You didn’t deserve to be reconciled.  3. God no 
longer holds your offenses against you.  4. God continues to move toward you with lavish kindness.

Go 4b Sometimes we make statements like, “I’ll forgive him, but I won’t be friends with him anymore.”    
Discuss the reasons you might say this.  Unpack why this might indicate that you are either holding 
onto something or holding back something.  Consider what would happen if God said things like this?

FINISH
Are you harboring unforgiveness or bitterness toward someone?  Meditate upon Matthew 18:21-35.  Ask  
the Spirit of Christ to help you see how you are behaving like the first slave in the parable.  Seek help if you 
are unable to let go.

*A direct connection between the resurrection of Christ and the life that we now live is not explicit in these verses, but it is clearly what 
Paul had in mind.  Though he references the resurrection in v 15, the connection is made explicit in Romans 6:5-6.
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Declaring and Displaying the Gospel Together
Reconciliation:  The Heart of the Gospel

2 Corinthians 5:14-21

When you understand what God did when He reconciled you 
to Himself, you will be compelled to step toward 

reconciliation with others.
1. What was your situation?

a.  

b.  

c.  

d.

2. What did God do?
a.  

b.  

c.  

d.

3. What does this mean for you now?
a.  

b.  
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