UNPACKING THE CHURCH:
CLEARING UP CONFUSION

How do we correct the wayward?

. We go to that person in love and gentleness in order to restore (Matt. 18:15).
a. We go alone.

b. We go for the purpose of restoration and reconciliation.

c. We go in humility (Gal. 6:1).

. If the person won’t listen, we go with one or two others (Matt. 18:16).
a. We bring those who are mature (Gal. 6:1). |

b. We bring them as witnesses.

c. They are to “confirm every fact.”

d. We must accept that we may be wrong.

. If the person won’t listen, we must “tell the church” (Mait. 18:17).
a. Itis the refusal to listen that has become the issue.
b. The purpose of the telling is to restore the sinner.

c. The role of the church is to lovingly call the person to repentance.

. If the person won’t listen, the church treats the person as an unbeliever
(Matt. 18:17).

a. The church is removing its affirmation of this person’s membership in
the body of Christ. S/he is removed from membership publically just
as s'he was baptized publically.

b. The person is “excommunicated,” meaning denied communion.

¢. The person is invited to hear the gospel.




