
The Permanence of Marriage (Two) 
Matthew 5:31-32 (cf. 19:3-9) 

 
1. For what purposes did God create marriage? 

a. To put the glory of His nature and character on visible display. 
 

b. To vividly illustrate the glory of Christ as seen in His love and faithfulness to His bride, 
the Church. 
 

2. How then should Christ followers approach divorce? 
a. Christ followers will set their hearts on ____________. 

 
b. Christ followers will not ____________ divorce except in extreme cases. 

 
c. Christ followers will ______ each other in obedience to Christ. 

 
d. When believers are __________, the church should comfort and aid the innocent. 

 
3. How should we approach remarriage? 

a. Those who __________ divorce should not remarry. 
 

b. Those who are ____________ should submit their hearts to Christ first and then 
proceed according to faith. 
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For what purposes 
did God create 

marriage?



God created marriage…
To put the glory of His nature and 

character on visible display.



Genesis 1:27
And God created man in His own image, 

in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them.

God created mankind, 
and especially as male and female, 
to image Himself forth in this world.



Matthew 19:4-6
And He answered and said, “Have you not read, that He
who created them from the beginning made them male 
and female, and said, ‘For this cause a man shall leave 

his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; 
and the two shall become one flesh’?
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Marriage visibly displays God’s nature 
as trinity in unity.

But the marriage relationship also visibly 
displays God’s character of unconditional 

love and faithfulness.
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Psalm 89
30 If his sons forsake My law, and do not 

walk in My judgments, 31 if they violate My statutes, 
and do not keep My commandments, 32 then I will visit their 

transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.  
33 But I will not break off My lovingkindness 

from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness.  
34 My covenant I will not violate, 

nor will I alter the utterance of My lips.
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Psalm 89
30 If his sons forsake My law, and do not 

walk in My judgments, 31 if they violate My statutes, 
and do not keep My commandments, 32 then I will visit their 

transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes.  
33 But I will not break off My lovingkindness 

from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness.  
34 My covenant I will not violate, 

nor will I alter the utterance of My lips.



God created marriage…
To put the glory of His nature and character on visible display.

To vividly illustrate the glory of Christ 
as seen in His love and faithfulness 

to His bride, the Church.



Ephesians 5:31-32
For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, 

and shall cleave to his wife; 
and the two shall become one flesh.  

This mystery is great; 
but I am speaking with reference 

to Christ and the church.
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Implication!

You being married is not so much 
about your personal happiness or 

security as it is about you displaying 
the beauty and glory of Jesus as you 

relate to your spouse. 



How then should 
Christ followers 

approach divorce?



How do we approach divorce?
Christ followers will set their hearts 

on reconciliation.



2 Corinthians 5:18-20
Now all these things are from God, 

who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 

namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ…
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How can we effectively display 
the reconciling character of Christ while 

refusing to reconcile with a spouse?



How do we approach divorce?
Christ followers will set their hearts on reconciliation.

Christ followers will not initiate divorce 
except in extreme cases.



1 Corinthians 7:10-11
But to the married I give instructions, 

not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave 
her husband…and that the husband should 

not send his wife away.



Matthew 5:32
…but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, 

except for the reason of porneia, 
makes her commit adultery…
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How do we approach divorce?
Christ followers will set their hearts on reconciliation.

Christ followers will not initiate divorce except in extreme cases.

Christ followers will aid each other in 
obedience to Christ.



Galatians 6:2
Bear one another's burdens, 

and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.

This must include 
compassionate discipline.



How do we approach divorce?
Christ followers will set their hearts on reconciliation.

Christ followers will not initiate divorce except in extreme cases.
Christ followers will aid each other in obedience to Christ.

When believers are abandoned, 
the church should comfort and 

aid the innocent.
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Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; 

the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such 
cases, but God has called us to peace.
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The church displays the faithfulness of 
Christ to the abandoned 

by not abandoning him or her.



What about 
remarriage?



What about remarriage?
Those who initiate divorce 

should not remarry.



1 Corinthians 7:10-11
But to the married I give instructions, 

not I, but the Lord, that the wife should not leave 
her husband (but if she does leave, she must remain 

unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), 
and that the husband should not send his wife away.



What about remarriage?
Those who initiate divorce should not remarry.

Those who are abandoned should 
submit their hearts to Christ first and 

then proceed according to faith.
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1 Corinthians 7:15
Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; 

the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such 
cases, but God has called us to peace.



Romans 14:23
But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, 

because his eating is not from faith; 
and whatever is not from faith is sin.



Romans 14:23
But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, 

because his eating is not from faith; 

and whatever is not from faith is sin.



What would change if the glory 
of Jesus were our passion 

in these things?


